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were lending the money to another institution
at 4 per cent., leaving only I per cent to cover
the cost of working this Savings Bank. Now
the institution that has been allowing them 4
per cent, will not, I understand, continue any
longer to pay that rate of interest. I do not
like, myself, to see the people hoarding up
their money in the Savings Bank, when there
are so many other things they can do with
their money in a new country like this. It
would be better if they invested it in loud,
and made some good use of the land, thus bene-
fiting themselves and the country.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir. J. Forrest): I
should like to say a word or two in answer to
what has fallen from the hon. member for the
Murray. I do not think it was ever intended
by the Legislature that the Savings Bank
should be run at the expense of the g~teral
taxpayer, which it must comne to if it is run at
a loss. We must deal with this matter as a
business mattejr, and not as a matter of senti-
ment. We want to mnake this bank pay its
way, as well as to serve a useful purpose in
encouraging thrift amongst the community.
We simply wish to have power to adjust the
rate of interest, according to circumstances.
If the Government are found to be making too
much money out of this Savings Back,
I dare may membeis will look after that.
The returns will show the receipts
and the expenditure ; and if the
receipts are unduly inflated, in comparison
with the expenditure, it will be clear enough
that the Government are making money out
of it. and payingtoo little interest to the depo-.
sitors for the use of their deposits. Of course
we are always very glad to listen to any new
member when he addresses the Hous,but the
hon. member for the Murray seems to me to
want to monopolis all the talk, and, if he goes
on as he does now, he will Soon tire us. We
can't stand too much of it. Other members
want some little time in which to place their
views before the House.

The amendment-that the Bill be read a
send time that day six months-having been
negatived on the voices, the original motion
was put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House at 10.40 p.m. adjourned until
Monday, July 8th.

Mon day, 8th July, 1895

Petition: Customs Repeal Bill-Ne,,Systemt of keep-
ing Admance Acmounts-4mendmmznt of Lhnd
Reg#ulationsreLasingof Jarrak )brests-Car.
tingye of Eapiosives and Ammnnnilion to ANorthern
Porte-Unifon.s BUIl : third reading-Ezeess
Bill, l89S'4 : third reading-A ge,,tGeneral
Bill: in committee-A djournm ent.

"THE SPEAKERt took the chair at 7.30 p.m.

PRAYERS.
PETITION re CUSTOMS REPEAL BILL.
Tns lies. W. E. MARMION presented a

Petition from the Fremaantle Chamber of
Commerce, praying that the Customs Duties
Repeal Bill should not come into force for the
term of six months from date.

Petition received and read.
Ordered-That the Petition be taken into

consideration when the House is in Committee
upon " The Customs Duties Repeal Bill."

NEW SYSTEM OF KEEPING ADVANCE
ACCOUNTS.

ME. GEORGE, in accordance with notice,
asked the Premier,-

1. Whether the new system of keeping the
Advance Accounts, referred to on pages 146-149
of the Auditor-General's Report, was working
satisfactorily.

2. Whether he considered that the Auditor.
General's requirements in this respect would
now be fully and satisfactorily complied with.

Tun PREMIER (Hon.Sir J. Forrest) replied.
as follows:-

1. The system referred to has, not been
working long enough to express a decided
opinion upon it. There is every reason to be-
lieve it wvill work satisfactorily.

2. It is believed So, but, if not, the Auditor-
General will bring the matter under notice.

THE LAND REGULATIONS re LEASINU
THE JARRAR FORESTS.

Ma. A. FORRESTmovedinwacordance with
notice,." That in the opinion of this House the
Government should introduce a Bill to amnd
the Land Regulations, in the direction of
special Legislation as to the leasing of jarrah
forests." The bon. member said: In moving
the motion standing in my name, IThave toaEd.
dress the H3ouselfor a short time, with a view of
asking the Government whether there is any
intention to introduce, during this session of
Parliament. any legislation having for its
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object the alterations of the regulation, affec-
ing our timber country, and the conditions
under which timber licenses are now held.
In bringing this matter forward it is appro-
priate that I should give, sa; on of the reasons
for the motion, the fact that the Government
is about to introduce a Bill for the construction
of a railway from Donnybrook and Bridge-
town to the Collie coalfields. This line -will
pass through country of a character which w'e
all know entitles it to bie regarded as among
the very best timber country. Now, what I
want to say is, that it will be absolutely impos-
sible-and the Government must be well aware
of the fact,-for this excellent timber coun-
try to be properly and profitably opened up,
unless some special legislation is introduced in
order to enable this to be done. Special legis-
lotion will be necessary if we are to give
small millors, and people who will go into these
forests, such concessions as will enable them to
compete with the older Companies already en-
joying concessions of a character quite suffi-
cient to rendeor competition, under present
circumstances, almost impossible. I sin sure
that my meaning on this point will be made
dlear if I read to the House a short statement
prepared by the Lands Department, which
shows how important these concessions are, and
at what a disadvantage smaller mills, and new
comers, must be in, compared to the Companies
mentioned in this list. I find from this state-
ment that the timber concessions and special
timber licenses at the end of 1894 of the West
Australian Timber Coy., amounted to about
200,000 acres, free. The Rockinghamn Jarrah
Timber Co. holds 250,000 acres for the
very small rental of LW0 per annum;
the Canning Jarrah Timber Company.
100,000 acres for which they pay £200 a year;
while such mills as that of Gill & Company
holding only 2,880 acres, pay £133 6s. 8d. per
annum. Under the present regulations anyper-
son desiring a timber license is required to pay
.Q20 for every 640 acres, and th is does not put
hum in a fair way to compete with those other
Companies, the concessions to which I hae"
just read to you. I can matsure honorable
members that if the grand timber country in
our South-Western districts and along the
line proposed to be constructed to the Collie
coalfields, is to be opened up, we must not call
upon people to pay £20 for a 84 acre block,
when they will have to compete with a Corn-
pany holding 250,000 acres for only.£50 a year.
Not only must anyone desiring to enter into

the timber industry face Euch a disadvantage
as this, but ho is also met with the fact
that under the present regulations
there is no such thing as security of
tenure. There is no proper inducement held
out to encourage the establishment of fresh
mills, and what I propose to ask, therefore,
is that the Government willundertake to bring
beore Parliament a Bill by which blocks of
from, 3,000 to 5,000 acres can be taken up along
each side of the proposed railway line, at such a
rental that the lessees will be in a position to
compete with those other Companies holding
such enormously large areas, and which pay
little or nothing for the huge concessions they
enjoy. I am not asking anything more than
the introduction of necessary special legisla-
tion, such as will have the effect of benefici-
ally opening up these great jarrah forests
by people who will be enabled to make a
fair profit on their outlay. People who invest
their capital in this industry-or who would do
so if a fair opportunity was given them-
should certainly have some better and more
secure tenure than they are enabled to secure
under the existing regulations. I trust that
the hon. the Commissioner of Crown Lands
will agree with me that something more
liberal is required than a rental of *ls. per
acre, when you consider that the man who is
called upon to pay this, must also compote
with a company holding a quarter of a million
acres for only £50 a year. If hon. members
think I am going too far in this matter, I hope
they will carefully consider the comparison I
have drawn. In this timber industry, what-
ever can be done by new mills must be done
with the export trade. It would be folly to
say that much attention should be paid to the
loca trade, for the simple reason that one mill
alone could turn out more stuff than would be
sfufficient to meet thewants of the entire colony.
It is the export trade alone which the new
comner has to look to, and, bearing this in mind,
I trust ban. members will support the resolu-
tion, merely with the view of seeing such alter-
ations in the regulations as must lead to the
opening up of the grand jarrab forests in dif-

Iferent psa-ta of the colony, and to the intro-
Iduction and employment of a great amount of
capital. I have much pleasure in moving the
resolution standing in my name.

Tau COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Ron. A. it. Richardson): Sir, I
understand from the hanm member's resolution
that he desires the Government to bring in a
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Bill1 in order to amend the regulations in
regard to the licenses for cutting timber in
our jarrab forests. In connection with this I
may state that I have already prepared a
rough draft of amended regulations affecting
this subject, but I have not yet had sufficient
time to put it into proper shape for presenta-
tion to the House; although I hope to be able,
before this session is over, to bring forward
amended regulations with a view of dealing
with the licensing question, while it is also my
intention to liberalise the conditions under
which the smaller areas of these timber forests
are held. I recognise that there are practical
difficulties in the way of doing all that the
Government would like to do. How-
ever, there can be no question of
the fact that there should beosome more
satisfactory - some more secure - tenure.
What we want in our forests to properly de-
velop the industry, are steam mills, and we
cannot expect people to spend thousands of
pounds in the erection of steammachinery when
they cannot obtain a longer tenure than for a
period of twelve months. Some legislation is
most certainly needed to meet such cases as
these. It is possible also there should be
some reduction of rents, but there can be no
question whatever that we should so amend
the regulations as to give fixity of trere in
instances where companies have given some
proof of their bonafides, of their intention
to erect steam mills, and of their intention
to spend considerable capital in the develop-
ment of the industry. A rental on these
timber areas can almost be regarded asi some-
thing in the nature of an export duty, and it
is our duty to help forward the development
of the industry in every way possible, and to
remove ay obstacles which may hinder its pro.
grews. The hon. member for West Kimberley,
in moving the resolution, stated that he did
not want any alteration in the regulations,
so far a" the cultivation of timber areas was
concerned, but this land was not much use for
cultivation while a timber license was held,'
for the simple reason that the settler would
be unable to clear his lma of the timber, and
-all sorts of difficulties would occur. How-
ever, at this stage we cannot go into what
practical difficulties may present themselves
buntI will content myself by assuring- the bon.
member and the House that I contemplate
bringing forward amended regulations, of a
character to meet the object he has in view in
proposing the resolution.

MR. IiEAKE: I hope honorable members
will not be led into giving a silent vote on this
apparently harmless resolution on paper. They
must carefully consider what may be behind it.

Ma. A. FOnnir !fNothing at all.
M&.LEAKE: We may be getting a little

too far forward by passing this. I under-
stood the honorable gentleman to suggest that
timber licenses should be issued at such liberal
terms to holders of small timber areas as will
enable them to compete with the holders of
l arge areas. Why, Sir, that will practically
be committing over again the errors of the
past.

MR. A. FORRSTr Oh, no; nothing of the
kind.

Mn. LEAKE: Most certainly it would be.
However, I for one have no objection to the
term% being made as liberal as; is necessary to
enable any man to make the industry pay.
providing that which is done in this way is
done fairly. We have beard a good deal of the
impossibility of inducing forest capital into
this industry, buttI have yet to learn that any
of those who have established themselves
along the Darling Range have been thrown
out in consequence of these regulations. T do
not know if any member of this House is par-
ticularly interested in this industry, or if they
have abandoned their interests. In fact, we
know they have not. We have not heard of
any wrong being done, nor has the hon. mem-
ber for West TKimberley advanced amy sound
argument why the House. should support a loss
to the revenue in the manner he has sug-
gested. If we cain get gentlemen to pay is. por
acres for the timber country adjoining the rail-
way and not far from market, why, I ask.
should the rental be reduced? One of the
great arguments put forward by the hon.
gentleman who moved the resolution, was that
the proposed railway line to the Collie coal-
fields would traverse grat timber country,
which would require to be opened out. If this
is so, let us make such terms as will pay the
country, for it is best in this matter that we
should not be over hasty in being too liberal.

MR. A. FonEswr: The timber men have
made fortunes-all of them.

MRt. LEAXF,: NJo one said they had not.
The Hon. the Commissioner of Crown Lands,
under the influence of circumstances over
which he has no control, has of course re-
plied in terms to meet the views of the honor.
able member for West Kimsberley. He says
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these men should be offered security of tenure.
Most certainly let them have security of
tenure. It is the proper thing, only I say
again, don't let us be too liberal with conces-
sions in regard to these valuable timber
forests. Let us carol ully consider these reso-
lutions. For my own part I would suggest to
the hon. member to withdraw his proposals,
Ho has got that which he wanted-an as-
surance from the Government that they
would bring up the amended regulations,
not in the recess, but at once. What more
can he wantF Don't let us commit ourselves
to this resolution, but as the Commissioner of
Crown Lands has undertaken to bring down
the new regulations, let us wait for them.

MR. RAY DELL :Mr. Speaker, I do think
this matter requires considerable consider-
ation before we pass any resolution in con-
nection with it, such as is proposed by the
honorable member for West Kimberley. He
has alluded to Companies already working
upon areas in different parts of the colony as

possessing a monopoly, and yet he is now
seeking to obtain the same thing for others.

Ma. A. FonxsERT No ; smaller areas, 3,000
or 5,000 acres.

Ma. RANDELL: Some references have

been made to the timber concessions in other
parts of the colony. The first timber conces-
sion granted, was with the object of bringing
the colony into notice. In these concessions
a railway line was built really as a.quid pro
quo. Concession were granted to the Rock-
ingham and Jarirabdale Company, but they
had a railway, and so had the Canning J arrab
Timber Company. These were facts the hon.
member in moving his, resolution ha
apparently overlooked, and he is now asking
for concessions where the circumstances are not
at ailsimilar. Weusustremember that in giving
away these timber concessions, we are, in real-
ity, giving away portion of the capital of the
colony. There ane no conditions that .n taking
out this timber any attempt is to be made to
plant others, or in other words, to replace por-
tion of the capital of the colony. Conditions
like these should not only be imposed now, but
ought to have been imposed years ago. We
are altogether toeo liberal with our eoncessions.
We in this country should not be in too great
a hurry to destroy the timber which is in our
forests, and in the matter of these concessionia
we should be very cautions indeed. There is
evidently some intention on the part of the
Government to give a very literal response to

the proposals made in the resolution, but it
would be altogether too absurd to baud lines of
rail way out of l oan monies w ithout a faiir re-
turn f or the outny and thisawilIl not be possible
if the capital of the colony, portion of which is
her timber reserves, is too liberally given away.
ihe hon. member who moved the resolution
was certainly very kind, but there is no possible
reason why we should place thetimbercountry
of the colony in the hansds uf any people with-
out&a fair return.

'lwa PREMIER (Hon. Sir J1. Forrest):
Tlhe hon. member who has just spoken spent
considerable time in discussing suggestions
which I am sure the wording of the resolution
does not convey. What the resolution does
say is nothing more than that, in the interests
of the jarrah industry, speciali legislation
is requisite in order to place that in-
dustry on a proper footing. We have been
informed that amendments are to be made,
but it remains to be seen what these amnend-
meitts will be, and that will be ascertained
when they are submitted to the House in the
usual course. Tihe resolution as now sub-
mit ted to the House is perfectly harin less, and
the necessity for something being done must
be plainly apparent to anyone who is ac-
quainted with this country. From the
remarks of some hon. members I should judge
that they are not aware of the condition of the
timber industry, or what is requisite for its
advancement and development. TYhe timber
regulations are undoubtedly not as good as
they ought to be, and for a long time past I
have promised myself that an effort should be
mnade to amend them as far as I was able.
The tenure of the ordinary timber license is
only from y-ear to year, and no provision is
made for a license of more than 1,280 acres.
The rental is at the rate of £20 for 640 acres
and £40 for every 1,280 acres. To my mind
we should offer every facility and every en-
con ragement to men with capital to come
here and invest it. It means wealth to the
country, the employment of a great amount
of labor, and the beneficial development of
one of the greatest of our natural resources.
The hon. member for Perth has said that we
should not be in a hurry in this matter. I
believe we ought always to be in a hurry
wherever it is to develop such an industry as
that of the timber trade. This is one of the
greatest products of our land, but it cannot be
properly and fully deve~opod without capital.
There is a great export trade to be done with
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our timbers, and no one can pretend that the
development of this trade in such timber
centres as the Darling Ranges and other places,
bringing as it does increase in revenue,
increase in population, and increase in business,
does not have a beneficial effect all round.
Why, at Jarrahdale alone there is quite a
community prospe-ring on the timber industry.
We have the samte thing at the Canning,
and at the Hamnelin, and in different parts
of the colony large capital is being employed.
I ami very glad indeed to see that the Comn-
missioner of Crown Lands is taking the matter
in hand. He told me he was about to do so.
The suggestion of the hon. member for Perth
that we should not hurry is the last thing to
propose in a country like this. Wherever the
development of our natural products is to take
place, I say lot there be all the hurry we can
obtain. This is one of the products for whieh
we are known throughout the world, and I
am pleased that we are in a hurry with its
successful d6plopment. The colony is sinu-
larly fortunate in having this groat resource
in its hard timber. It is regularly shipped
to the United States and to the mother
country. We cannot see any use, or any good
to be gained, by waiting. We should be in a
hurry in this matter, and not leave the work
for others to perform. I say we should
always be in a hurry when it is a question of
the proper development of any of our natural
resources. As I have said before, the resolution
is merely a request for amended legislation,
and the proper time to discuss what should be
done will be when the Government proposals
are brought down to the Rouse.

MaR. CLARKSON: I have much pleasure in
supporting the resolution. A good deal baa
been said about forest conservation. However,
in these forests of ours, while our timber
industry is not being developed as fully as it
might be under altered circumstances, it must
be borne in mind that tremendous loss is
caused by fires. It is better to give the
timber away than get it burned up by bush
fires. These trees grow as fast as they are
burned, and in half a century there will
be as much timber in the country as there
is new. There is not the slightest use in our
pursuing a dog-in-the-muanger policy in this
matter. If there is any chance of our making
mioney by the export of our imber let us do
so in the best possible way.

Mn. GrEORGE: After the severe rebuke
administered to me by the Premier the other

evening, I did not intend to speak on this sub-
ject now, bnt the Hon. the Premier has said
so much in favour of the timber resources, that
I fee] justified in pointing out to him the
possible developments in the Mlurray district.
As some members are doubtless aware, I1 was
for some years manager of the Jarrabdale
Timber Company, and consequently I claim
that where the question of jarrab is under
consideration, 1 can speak with a good deal of
authority. As manager of the works of the
company, I dealt with a large number of men,
and naturally know a good deal about jarrab,
ad the prospects of our timber resources.
The matter, as brought forward by the honor-
able member for West Kimberley, should
receive the most serious consideration. He
has simply come before the House, and asked
for the confirmoation of a principle, leaving
the detail% of that principle to be considered
afterwards in proper order. It will be for us
to deal with these details at the proper time.
I am sure that the wisdom of tbhis House is
sufficient to prevent any injustice being done
in any way. Some members, by the way they
have spoken, cannot possibly be aware of the
extent of this industry, even at the present
time. They can have no conception of the
magnitude of the trade in jar-rab. When I
loft the management of the Jarralidale Timber
Company, our wages sheet amounted to
more than £3,000 per month. One has only
to consider the possibility of such a company
as this ceasing operations, to realise what a
terrible state of affairs would be created
among a large population. When one considers
'What .23,0C0 is to the revenue and to the gene-
ral welf are of any community, it can at once
be seen how important such an industry is.
We employed there between 300 and 400
people, and I believe the Canning Company
had about the sanme, and in this instance I
would like to point out to members that we
should do all we can to increase our exports,
especially in the direction of exporting the
natural products of the colony. Jarrah is
now noted by experience in Paris, Canada,
London and other places, and the industry
should be encouraged. It was a well-known
fact in the trade that in consequence of the
grand character of this hard wood, the mills
at present in existence in the colony are not
equal to supplying the demands of foreign
markets, and I1 make no doubt that if we can
offer facilities for the investment of capital in
order to open up works on the Darling Ranges
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we shall be able to very largely increase our
exports, and give employment to lar-ge num-
bers of people who are now in search of work.
besides which there would be a still more
gratifying increase in the revenue of the
country. Members will have noticed that
in the timber trade this colony has been
the pioneer to open up the markets of the old
world. T he examples set here are being rapidly
followed, more particularly by New South
Wales and Tasmjania. Those Governments are
wvatching every movement, and it certainly be-
hoves the representatives of the people to manke
every effort to hold those great markets for our
own products. There should be no hesitation
about offering facilities in the direction of as-
sisting in the development of this great
industry. I hope the resolution now
before the House will receive the cordial ap-
proval and unanimous support of this Assem.-
bly. I think we should give every possible op-
portunity to capital to come and settle down in
our forests. We should offer capitalists every
inducement, becuse in the development of
these great forests of ours, it is capital that
we require. I have travelled pretty extensively
in my own electorate, and was much Struck
with the vastness of the jarrah forests. One
gentleman has said this evening that the
jarauh is too valuable to be given away lightly,
but jarrab is only valuable according to the
use wade of it, and, as was rightly said by
still another member, it will be far 'etter to
turn the timber into wealth than allow it to
be burnt in bush fires. I would like to ay
this in conclusion, that the hon. the Premier
referred in cordial terms to the extent of the
forest timbers in my own electorate. That
electorate is badly in need of a railway, ad I
trust that when the hen; the Premier is about
to construct further railways, he will recollect
the splendid opportunity that awaits him in
the district I have referred to.

MR. ILLINOWORTH: Sir, f do not Lhink
there is any member in this House, certainly
none Sitting on this side of it, who bad any
desire, wish, or thought to injure or even to
binder in any way the proper development of
the jarraha timber industry. It is not so much
a question of the actual wording of the resolu-
tion, but, after hearing the hon. member for
West Kimiberley, it is very hard to understand
what his purpose is. Hlis argument is that
certain individuals have large tracts of coun-
try at %given priee, and thnt certain others
can only obtain smaller quantities at a pro-

portionately higher price, and I gather it is
intended that persons having these larger
area" should be reduced to moen of the stan-
dard of the others, or that those paying higher
prices should obtain their licenses at lower
rates.

Mfs. A. FORESBT: I did not say that.
Ma. ILLINGWORTfl: It is the way I took

it, at any rate.
Ma. inn:z It is what the hon. member

said.
Mn. fLaLINGWO~rLH: That was; most cer-

tainly the way theargumuentsof thehon. member
trended. I wish to refer, Sir, to some of the
statements made en this question by the
honorable member for the Murray. He has
told us that at the will of which he was man-
ager the payment to employees reached £3.000
per month. Is it to be supposed that a
company like this will be deterred from tak-
ing up the country be~cause of having to pay
£20 a year for a 640D ace block, or £40 a year
for a 1,280 are one. Any alteration in the
question of rent will not make one bit of dif-
ference, or induce any other person to take up
this timber country. People who have suffi-
cient capital to enter into the industry will not
pay much attention to the small rental. I am
Pure the honorable member for Perth has no
desirewhntever to hinder the progress of this in-
dustry. He has put it pretty plainly that
his only desire is that we should deal carefully
with this brnceh of the capital of the colony,
and go with such caution that we shall not be
led into giving one section of millers advan-
tages not enjoyed by others, anid there asould
not be any special reduction in rents to meet
the desires of Special persons. If we are go-

ing to build railways and bring these pet-sons,
and their limberwithin reach of theecentres of
population, that should be sufficient induce-
ment and encouragemnt for them to take up
this land. As I Said before it will be linpos-
sible, f or the mere rental to makre any differ-
ence. A company which has any intention
whatever of engaging in the timber industry
will not be hindered from doing so because of
the amuount of the rental. I trust that in
whatever the Hon. the Commissioner for Crown
Lands introduces on this subject he will not re-
duce rents. Let the circumastances be equalised

*if possible and let us give justice and encourage-
meat, but merely throwing away £20 here
and £40 there iB to get too far for-

*ward altogether, and is to meet a set of
circumstances which have not come into exist-
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ence. The question of the rent over these
limber areas is very much like what would
happen to a man in business. If a man pro-
posed to eater into any business, and at the
very outset knew be could Dot afford the rent,
then" he should not enter into that business,
and much the same thing applies to the
question now before the House.

MR. JAMES L intend to support the resolu-
tion in the way it isa pu t before us by the hon.
member for West Kimherley, We have
enormous quantities of timber in this colony,
and, having in view the concessions granted
to these older companies, we should be only too.
ready to do anything that will provoke com-
petition from the new comer. If we cant do
anything to induce our local mn, cur lodal
capitalists, to enter into this work, we should
do so. It has been suggested that weO should
not reduce the rent of th ese smaller arqaa, and
that some steps should be taken in the direc-
tion of forest conservation. The latter
suggestions one worthy of consideration
apart from the question now before the House,
while as to the rent question hon. members
should recollect that large areas are alreatdy
held for next to nothing, and something will
have to be done in the interest of the local
capitalist to equalise matters. It is necessary
that seone steps should be taken to properly
develo$i the enormous timber resources of the
colony. and 1, for one, will do anything to

secure this development for local people in
such away that they will have a fair return
for any capital they may invest.

Ma. ELOOLEY : Trhis question, Air. Speaker,
has been discussed this evening from two
altogether different points of view, but it has
been a discussion which should be productive
of good results. The case, as stated by the
hon. member for West Kimberley, shows that
there is a hardship upon the smaller traders.
On the other hand, it must not be for-
gotten that the older companies to which
concessions were granted, bad to pay many
thousands of pounds in opening up their
territory before they secured any return.
With regard to this Collie and Blackwood line,
it undoubtedly will travel through first class
jarrah country. Now the Government pro-
pose to spend a large sum of money on these
railways, and any private company taking up
land along this line for the timber industry will
have a great advantage over other companies,
and they will have the Government behind
them with their public line of railway. T am in

favor of passing this resolution, as an abstract
resolution.

Tax HoN. W. E. MARMION: I also de-
sire to support the resolution, and I may say
that-when I hadthe honor of holding the office
of Commissioner of Crown Lands T. was forced to
the conclusion that the question now brought
forward was one which would have to be fully
dealt with some day. In fact, it has been
postponed too long. The necessity for amend-
ed Uimber regulations is something that was
always brought prominently to my notice.
The matter has apparently been postponed as
long as possible, and while I see thc absolute
necessity for something being done, I am
afraid the Hon. the Commissioner of Crown
Lands may find many difficulties in the -kiay
of his carrying out what be desires. It is
absolutely necessary that we should induce
the investment of capital in the timber trade if
we desire to see the resources of the colony
developed. The industry has to depend upon
the export trade, and we must make altera-
tions if we desire to have the necessary money
spent. Whatever this House can do to
advance the timber industry in this colony
should be done. I am sure that my hon.
friend, the member for West Kimberley, did
not mean to say that we should place the
holders of smaller areas in the same position
as the holder of the larger concessions so far
as rent is concerned. However, that is what
the hlouse has been led to infer, and if so,
it has been under a misunderstanding.
I am not in favor of giving away our timber
country in enorujous areas, but I do think: the
people who coins into the industry in future,
should have something more than 1,280 acres,
which is the full extent they can hold now.
One honorable member this evening believed
there was something at the baock of this.
There can be nothing of the kind. It is absurd
to expect companies to build tramways and
erect mills when they can only obtain. small
areas and have no fixity of tenure. In order
to properly develop the trade we want com-
panies prepared to lay down railways and
branch railways into the forest at a cost of
many thousands of pounds. If we wart
millers in our timber country we must give
them a sufficient area to return them their
outlay. I am not in favor, as I said before, of
the custom of giving enormous areas being
perpetuated. Our timber will be o)f the
greatest value in the future. Our local trade
will be ever on the increase, and in a little
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while huge quantities of it will he wanted both
for our goldfields and our coalfields. When
we want all this timber, and our export
trade has continued to grow, then we shall
feel the want of altered conditions for working
the timber country more and more. We have
a wonderful timber country in this colony,
and its development means a great deal, not
the least of -which will be the employment of
hundreds of people, and honorable members
know full well how the wealth and revenue of
a country increases when ita laboring popula-
tion is kept prosperously employed. All the
honorable member for West Kimberley asks
in his resolution is for special legislation to
deal wjth the present condition of the Jonrah
tissiher industry. The proposed amended
regulations have yet to come before the
House, and if we then find the Government is
proposiug to be too liberal there will1 be ample
time to prevent it. I would not have spoken
on this subject but for noticing that some
honorable members misunderstood what is a,
very harmless resolution, and only suggests
that the future development of the industry
should be on fair, just, and as liberal terms
as possible.

Mn. A. FORREST. I should like to bear
out what the honorable member for the
Murray has said on the question of the cost of
running these mills, and at the same time I
would like to remind the honorable member
for Albany that he was one who kept 100,000
acres locked up in the Canning district for
four or five years, and then sold his interests
with Advantage to himself.

Ma. LsnxE: I rise to a point of order, Mr.
Speaker. Is the hon. member in order in
referring to my past misfortunesP

Ma. A. FORREST - I only wish to say that
in view of the fact I have mentioned, and
of that hon. member's own knowledge of
the necessity for amended regulations,
this opposition from him comes with a
very bad grace indeed. Hon. members have
made more out of my resolution than the
words convey, or are in tended to mean. It is
acknowledged that alterations are necessary.
and my resolution is intended to Affirn that.
It seems very strange to me that while we have
had the railways to the Vase and to Bunbury
working for some timne, which railways travel
through beautiful jarah forests, no new mills
have been started in these districts. If these
forests will be readily taken up after railway
communication, as some members have said

how is it there has been no increase in the
direction I have indicated P Surely the
answer is to be found in the fact that the
regulations for takcing up this country-which
is some of the finest jnrrah country in the
worid-require amendment If we want
people with capital to embark in this industry,
and asist in the development of our export
trade, we must give thein such facili ties as will
enable them to cuter into the undertakings as
commercial transactions. A good deal hes
been said of the money made out of timber, but
E venture to say no member of this Hoe- can
point out a single person who has made his
Fortune out of these forests. References have
also been made to the faict that when the
Donnybrook toflridgetown railway isnmade, the
timber cutters there will have a local market,
but that is not so, and, what is muore, the cost
of reaching Perth would be too great, as com-
pared with the advantages of an expert trade.
I think the people we ask to come into this
timber trade should be allowed to take up
6,000 ncres,-not at the rate of A60) a year
for a quarter of a million acres-but At
something less than is. per acre. I Am
really surprised after what the 'honorable
members for Perth and Albany have said, that
they have not themselves started mills near
Perth. This timber industry is one that
requires aL large amount of capital, ahd hon.
members wvill be able to understand this when
I say that the small moill I run in the ranges
coats £1,000 a month and means the keeping of
about 100 people-men, women, and children.
Surely these sort of establishments are of some
good to the community ? It is only righbt in
the interests of the country itself, that we
should make whatever concessions we possibly
can to encourage and develop such an indus-
try, which means the employment of so much
capital and isuch a, great amount of labor.
The hon. member for Nannine had said a good
deal, but it was pretty evident he knew noth-
ing about timber.

M R-. IMaNeWORTH: - I beg the hon. member's
pardon. At one time I dealt with over 40
trucks a month, and have been in three or
four mills.

MaE. A. FORRtESTl. Then you onght to have
known better than to say some of the things
you have said. I hope these regulations
wil be speedily brought down, and in such A
way that they will be acceptable to the Rouse.
It is no use any man thinking be is going
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to pay his way in the timber trade on a 64
acre block.

Ms. GEORGE, It is Do use for jarrah.
his. A. FORREST:- Not the slightest. If

we desire to encourage the export trade in our
timbers we must alter the regulations. in the
manner I have suggested.

MR. COOKWOtTRY: -1 did not intend to
speak to such a. harmless resolution, Mr.
Speaker, and did not think it could
possibly have created the discussion which
has taken place upon it . There is not
the slightest doubt that the alterations
suggested by the hon. member for West
Kimberley are required. We ust have alter-
ed timber regulations if the trade in that
product is to be made a6 prosperous one, hat I
believe the proper time for the consideration of
the matter will be when the regulations are
brought before the House.

MR. SIMPSON :I am perfectly sure that
honorable members on this side of this Uouse
have every sympathy with any movement hav-
ing for its object the further development of
one of the most important industries in the
colony. The only thing is that bon, mtembers
regard with suspicion any proposal coming
from a member so intimately associated with
the jsrrah industry, as the hon. member for
West Kimberley undoubtedly is.

MR. A. FORREST: I have only brought the
miatter forward for the reason that 1 know
something about it.

MR. SIMPSON - I amn free to admit that I
a not strong on jarrab. I have only seen

certain exhibits. However, there can he no
doubt our jarrab timber is one of the most
valuable natural resources %te possess. I only
hope that in sny proposal by the Ron. the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands, that gentleman
will carefully conserve the interest of others
than those whose desire appear to be in the
direction of one thing. and one thing only-
" monopoly." For my own part I am sceptical
as to the reasons actuating the member who
brings this matter forward, and I think the
House is also very sceptical whether the word
"monopoly" is not written all over it. I

trust the House will very carefully consider
any question in the direction of further alien-
ating the forest lands of the colony. By all
means let the House do everything to encour-
age the legitimate industry, bat not take any
step Lo assist in the creation of a huge and
grinding monopoly in regard to our forests.

The question was then put and passed.

CARRIAGE OF EXPLOSIVES &c., 10
NORTHflERN PORTS.

M&. CONNOR, in accordance with notice,
moved: "That in the interests of the mining
and siquattinig comintunities, and of the police
force of the Northern portion of the olony,
it is absolutely necessary to provide some
means of having explbsives and ammunition
forwarded to the different Northern ports."
The hon. nicinber said: In bringing under
the consideration of hon. members of this
House the mnotioni standing in my name, I
desire to emphasise the fact that unless there
is some alteration in the Present regulations
for carrying explosives by the various steam-
ship companies, most serious injury will be
done, and loss sustained, by those engaged in
work in the districts named. At present we
have a thriving industry in the far north.
We have the Murchison, the Pilbarra, the
Marble Bar, and I need not say, the Kimberley
goldfields. Some honorable members of this
House inay not know that unless some altera-
tion is made in the shipping regulations in
this respect, great harmi will be done to the
mining industry in these districts. At present
the shipping regulations are actually pro-
hibitive, and no steam vessel dare bring ex-
plosives to any of our ports. What is worse,
is the fact that there never has been any
necessity whatever for this prohibitive legis-
lation. No harm has ever been done, or danger
run, torequire it. Dynamite, as hon. members
kcnow, is the explosive mostly required in the
north. It can be carried without danger on
ships, and if the old methods of carria~ge were
-ot sufficient, the shipping companies will be
quite prepared to meet any proposal for special
storage. However, so far as the safety of
passengers is concerned, there is no more
danger in a, ship carrying dynamite than there
is in one carrying matches or kerosene. Per.
haps there is not as much. Under the pre-
sent regunlations, if a gunboat was. to come to
Fremiantle with its ordinary Supply Of gun-
powder or guncotton aboard, it would have to
stand off. It could not be legally brought
alongside. I ask honorable me tubers of this
House whether such prohibitive regulations
as these are not most absurd. I intended to
have read to the House this evening some
telegramis I have received dealing with this
subject, bat, unfortunately, I find that I have
left them in my office. One telegram was from
a meeting of 300 miners, telling me that they
were about to petition. the House on the sub-
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rt. When the petition comes forward I shall
see that it is properly brought before this
House. These men find that it is necessary
that they should have the explosives, in order
to carry on the work of mining development.
Then, sgin, I have another telegram from a
gentleman running a mine at great expense,
who wires something to this effect :-"I Unless
I can get explosives, seven or eight men will
be thrown out of employment, and I shall have
to go bankrupt." In other words, those who
have put these regulations in force have prac-
tically said to those engaged in the mining
indutry-" This is intended to shut you up."
I have made it mry business to see the repre-
sentatives of the various shipping companies,
and, with only one exception, I found they
were perfectly willing to continue the carriage

of explosives on the same lines as those in force
prior to the institution of this prohibitive
regulation. These companies have beer carry-
ing explosives without accident for the past
ten years, and they are prepared to resume
their old practice. There is another phase of
the question, and that is as it affects sam-
munition. The Attorney-General has informed
me that the Act does not prevent vessels
carrying ammunition, but the regulations
apparently override the Act in this respect
Now, in the far North, the blacks may at any
time become very troublesome, and it is neces-
sa.-y that people settled there, and the police,
should be provided with ammunition for the
purpose of protecting their homes -and pro-
perty. It is not required for offensive pur-
poses, but for the purposes of defence and
protection. For my own part, r regard the
disabilities that the mining industry in these
districts is under in regard to explosives, as
being of such a serious character, that if the
Government will not alter the legislation on
this point we should subsidis the running of
a vessel to these northern ports at stated in-
tervals. I leave the framing of what ever nowv
regulation is required to some more experi-
enced memberl of this House, but I do appeal
to the good sense and justice of honorable
mnemnbers, and more particularly to those who
represent mniniig constituencies, to aist me
in having this prohibitive and unnecessary
legislation done away with.-

Ma. KEEP: I have very great pleasure in
supporting the resolution proposed by the
lion, member for East Kimberley. It simply
means that at the present time the shipping
regulations in regard to explosives are of an

absolutely prohibitive nature. We never heard
of them until in April or May last, when the
hon. the Premier took a trip to Geraldton, and
found himself in company with 200 cases of
dynamite. This may have made the Premier
nervous, but he reached Geraldton a]right.
On his return, however, certain coinmuni-
cations were made to the Customs Depart-
ment, and then these regulations were brought
into force. Under these regulntions no vessel
having explosives on board is permitted to go
alongside any jetty, and it simply means that
any vessel arriving at Geraldton would be
compelled to tranship the explosives on board
into a boat three miles from shore, and this
latter boat could not land the cargo. A regu-
lation having such an effect as this can only
be described ns prohibitive. I would say. let
the companies take the risk of carrying ex-
plosives as they wsed to do prior to the visit
of the Premier to Geraldton. Dynamite has
been stored on board ships in all sorts of ways,
but when vessels wore compelled to carry it in
the place determined on by the Cusitoms
Department-that was in the ships' boats-
it was about as dangerous a place as
could have been selected. There can be no
trouble in getting the various; coasting vessels
to carry magazines on board, and then there
will be absolutely no danger whatever. In
connection with this matter the representa-
tives of the shipping companies had an inter-
view with the Collector of Customs and the
Chief Inspector of Explosives, but no good
result came of it. I would suggest that the
regulation should be withdraw, and the com-
panies allowed to take the risk of carrying
the explosives.

THE PannnR (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :I
was led to suppose that the shipping com-
panies did not want to take the risk.

Ma. KEEP : I do not think any of them
will refuse.

Ma. SIMPSON !I have very great plea-
ese mn supporting the prop- sal made to
this House by the hon. member for East
Kimberley. I am aware of the fact that coin-
cident with the afe anival of the Premier,
after his visit to Geraldton, these regulations
were enforced.

TnE PaEMTEE (Hon. SirSJ. Forrest) : I sup-
pose these are facts.

ME. SIMPSON: Approximately they are
facts. It appears to me that we owe the enforce-
ment of this regulation to the tremor of the
Premier. It is not right that this should have
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ibeen allowed to throw obstacles in the way of
developing the mining industry. I know of one
instance where there is a weekly expenditure
of over £60. and work must be shut down
unless they can procure the necessary explo-
sives. It appears to bo a regulation due only
to the timidity of the Premier after travelling
with 200 cases of dynamite to Geraldton.

Tms Pouins (lion. Sir 3. Forrest): They
could have these explosives taken by railway.

MR. SIMPSON: Then I am to suppose that
this regulation is enforced merely in the
interests of a private railway company-a
company, the capital of which was gua-an-
teed by the Government in the face of public
opinion. I do think the repeal of the regu-
lations is necssary, and I have much pleasure
in giving my support to the resolution.

Tir PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest): Mr.
Speaker,-The regulations that are in exist-
ences at the present time are those framed
in 1885 or 1886, and they have not
been altered, so far as I am aware, by
the present Government, but about a year
ago a notice wass put in the Qoverammt
Gazette that the regulations would be carried
out. No doubt they are very stringent. I
have been trying to see if some means could
be devised by which explosives could be car-
ried, and the Collector of Customs says the
stesasip compoinies absolutely refuse to carry
them at all, and it is no use doing anything in
that direction. I quite recognise the difficulty,
because these explosives are indispensable,
not only for miners, but for the settlers in the
north. The regulations affected the northern
ports, from which supplies were obtained for
the Pilbarra, Roebourne, and Kimberley
goldfields, whilst all the other goldfields had
explosives carried to them by the railways.

AN HoN. MEsMBER: What about CJarnar-
Von ?

Tane PREMIER (Hon. SirSJ. Forrest): I do
not think there is much gold-mining there. J
know the settlers require these explosives as;
well as; the miners ;so that iwhat the lion.
member for Geraldton says about minors
having been kept waiting for explosives, does
not affect the question before the House, be-
cause there is the Mullena railway by which
the explosives can be carried. This matter
was brought prominently before my notice
when I travelled on a steamer from Geraldton
which had an immense amount of dynamite on
board. There were a great number of pas-
sengers, and if it had been known there was a

quantity of dynamite on board, very few of
thoem passengers would have travelled by that
steamer, indeed, I do not think it is reasonable
ts expect passengers to travel by steamers
carrying immense quantities of dynamite.
People are foolish who go to sea under such
circumstances. In all the other colonies I be-
lieve they prohibit passenger steamers from
carrying these explosives; an~d, so far s the
oewn-going steamers are concerned, it is a
thing unheard of They would not take ex-
plosives on any account. I think it is not de-
sirable to attempt to induce passenger
steamers to carry them. I may say the
Government is most anxious to mssist in this
matter with regard to the northern ports of
the colony, and will support any reasonable
means that are may be devised. The hion.
member for East Kimberley may rely upon
every assistance from the Government. It is
somewhat difficult to see how it can be carried
out, because it is, after all, a commercial
matter. I don't see how the Government can
assist, unless perhaps by subsidising a sailing
vessel, if the House thinks that is a satisfac-
tory way of dealing with it. A sn, of money
will have to be placed on the Estimates for
subsidising a vessel to visit those places, say
once in six nmonths, to carry the necessary ex-
plosives, though I do not think the trade
would be sufficient to warrant &, schooner
going- up every six mouths.

MR. SjiMsOsN: Yes, easily.
THEa PREMIER (lion. Sir J. Forrest) : If

there is, and it is shown to this Hiome that it
ought to be done, then f think no objection
will be raised by the Government,

Ma. HOOLEY: I rise to support the motion
of the hion. nmemberfor East~imberley, because
I know the effect this lack of explosives has,
not only upon miners, but upon the settlers,
I know they suffer great hardship, and
have been suffering during the last three or
four months, because they could trot get water
for their stock. I have numerous letters show-
ing the difficulties, for though they could get
well sinkers, they found it impossible to sink
wells in that hard country without dynamite,
and they bad to send all the way to Geraldione
to get it. All the steamers that clear out of
Fremantle for the northern ports invariably
call at Geraldton, but the fact of having ex-
plosives on board prohibits them going along-
side the jetty, and therefore they refuse to
carry the explosives for Carnarven, Cossack
and those places, so that if the Government
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can do anything to obviate the difficulty, I hope
they will ; I was glad to hea" the Premier say
he would do his best to meet the difficulty,
possibly by subsidising a sailing vessel. I %in
quite satisfied in my owe mind that there
will be quite sufficient cargo if a small vessel
of any 50 or 60 tons burden goes up twice a
year, but I do not know whether it would pay
them to go for such a small cargo without any
subsidy. I ak the Huuse to consider the
question, and in its wisdom I hope it will sub-
sidise a vessel.

Ma. MORAN! 'rho hon. member who intro-
duced this motion is always most generous in
his advocaecy of anything and everything that
tends to develop the goldfields of the colony,
and as a member representing mining inter-
ets I hope he will meet with success. I
shall certainly render him all the assistance
in mny power in all matters of this kind. If
we cannot always agree upon such matters as
ths Stock Tar, we can agree to give a quid pro
quo. Why should not the squatter and those
who represent the pastoral interests in the
North, aist in developing this industry,
and so provide markets for their products on
the Pilbarra and other goldfields ? As it has
been in the other colonies, where the goldfields
began in the East and then extended to the
West, so it probably will be here, and the much
despised Kimberley goldfield will be profitably
worked, no doubt when some of the richer
parts of the colony are worked out altogether,
for then both material and labour will be
more easily obtained than they can be at the
present time. I consider that if the Govern-
ment d, subsidis a vessel to carry these ex-
plosives to the north, they will be conferring
a great benefit upon the pastoral industry;i
and I hope in the matter of the removal of
the Stock Tax the members representing pas-
toral and otheir interests will wee that it is
simply giving a quid pro quo. I am certain
that this must come in a very short time, and
what the squattoer must lose by the Stock Tar
cana be made up to him in this ad other ways.
I hope the Government will support the
motion.

MR. WOOD: It is my intention to support
this motion because [ think it a very good one
indeed. I am glad the Government have
realised the danger of carrying large quanti-
ties of dynamnite in passenger steamers. Any
one would think to hear the speeches to-night
that there never had been such a thing as ain
explosion. I would be very sorry to travel in

a steamer carrying 200 ceses of dynamite on
board.

AN HON. Minuses: Oh, that would not
shift you.

MR. WOOD: :1 think one way of dealing with
this question of subsidising steamers should
be by providing them with magazines, or if
not by subsidizing steamers then sailing ves-
sae might be sent up with a year's supply to
the different ports along the coast. Let it
then be stored in magazines and let the Go-
vernment sell it to the miners and to the
squatters. I shall support the motion, and I
hope the Govorninant will bring in a Bill in a
very short time.

Ma. RANDELL: I think a great deal too
much is being made of the danger that is sup-
posed to attend the carrying of explosives It
is a very rare occasion for am explosion to take
place through carrying either gunpowder or
dynamite. I have no personal acquaintance
with dyaamitebut am told there is no danger
if reasonable precautions are taken for its
storage. The only ground of danger of which
I know is if a fir were to occur, and there is
danger then apart from any dynamite, for
probably both passengers and crew would
have to leave the ship. So far as the extra
danger when carrying explosives by steamier
is concerned, I rather think there is more
danger of fire than an explosion. I have no
statistics, but I think more fires occur on sail-
ing ships than on steamers, although there
have to be loarge fires kept on the steamers to
drive the engines. It seems to me that the
suggestion that has been thrown out will not
meet the case, and if a vessel be sent up
only twice a year it will be very incon-
venient to the settlers and others who want
these things for station purposes, and also for
purposes of defence. Of course it is a matteir
for steamship owners themselves as to whether
they would undertake the risks. It seem to
me there is no reason why they should not do
this, though they should not be compelled to
carry explosives. It seems to me the danger
has been considerably magnified because we
had an. explosion at Fremantlea The Govern-
ment some time ago imported a gentleman
who was an expert on the question, and I
should like to know if he gave them any ad-
vice on the matter of explosives. ft seems to
me that that visit afforded a suitable oppor-
tunity for them to get expert advice on these
matters. One is curiouis to know what the
report of that gentleman was.
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Tnz PREMIER: His report will be here
directly.

Ma. RANDELL: I a~mglad to hear itfor
he wras imported here at considerable ex-
pense.

THE Pasussa : NO; the expense was not con-
siderable I think.

Mix. RANDEL I.: I do not think it was
worth the money. I should myself have no
objection to travel by a steamer carrying ex-
plosives, for I fully believe there is no danger,
if reasonable precaution is taken. There has
been a good deal too much fuss made about
the matter, and we ought not to interfere with
the trade of the distant ports of this colony be-
cause of the imaginary danger in carrying
explosives.

Ma. CLARKSON: It seems strange to me
that these regulations which have been in force
some nine years should need to be revised. I
cannot call to mind any accident that has ever
occurred to a steamer or sailing ship through
carrying explosives without a subsidy. Why
then offer a subsidy, it they are willing to
carry them without. I think there will be
plenty of time to anticipate this when a. cae
hes occurred. I hope the hon. member for
East Kimberley will receive the unaminous
support of the House on his motion.

blaz ILLINGWOkTH: I1 had the pleasure
of travelling from Fremantle to Geraldton
along with 50 cases of dynamite.

M%. Lssxs: The Government did not know
that.

Mau. ILLINGWORTH:. I should have bean
j ust aso satisfied to travel with five thousand as
five,becanse inecas of explosion five cases would
have been suffcient to put the vessel under. I
do think, however, it is going beyond the prov-
ince of the Government for them to propose
to direct the steamship companies that trade
along this coat upon a question of this kind.
When dealing with the question of land, pos-
sibly it may be necessary for the Government
to take some precautions in that way. I
would rather trust myself to the steamshipcom-
panies and their mnagement, than to the man-
agemnent of the Railway Department, as mani-
fested in what occurred a little time ago at F1re-
mantle. I do think that the difficulties in
connection with this matter-which the bon.
member for East Kimberley is seeking to
rectify-will be best dealt with by removing
the regulations altogether, and by leaving the
shipping companies to look after themselves
and their passengers. They do not require

any assistance from the Government in any-
thing that effects their trade along the coast.
If there were any public opinion adverse to
the companies carrying dynamite, depend
upon it they would quickly give up carrying
it. I think we may safely leave the question
in the hands of the shipping companies.

TirE PsExizu: They do not earryoxplosivee
anywhere else.

M3&. IIJLINGWORTH:- I am not quite sure
the hon. the Premier is correct.

Turn PRmEER: Well, where ?
MR. ILLINOWOETH: T think dynamite

is carried round the colonies, but that is not
the question ; we are not legislating for the
other colonies, but for the peculiar circums-
tances of the northern portions of this colony.
which need attention in this matter. I can
speak from personal experience, though I can-
not say it is on account of the present regula-
tions, for dynamite might have gone up on
the railway, but I know 16 men were kept
waiting three weeks because they could not
get the necessary dynamite. I am not blam-
ing the regulations, for the Murchison fields
ca= be supplied by rauilway, and dynamite could
have been got that way, hut the custom had
been to bring it up to Geraldton by steamer,
and they were expecting it in that particular
way. The extra cost of transit was a hind-
rance in this particular case. I suggest that
the Government remove the regulations and
leave the companies to deal with the question
and they will take care of their own interests
without any assistance from the Government.

Mn. TiE AE: I do not intend to make any
observations if the government do not intend
to oppose it.

THE PREMIER: NO.
ThE ArrORNEY-GENERAL (lon. S.

Burt): Before the question is closed, I should
like to say a word or two. The law in this
colony is the saine as it is all over the colonies
of Victoria, New South Wales. and I believe
in South Australia, too. I think in all the
Colonies we have the same Act dealing with
the carriage of explosives, and the only diffi-
culty here at the present time is, that when
they arrive at a port they have to hoist a flag
and keep away from the jetty when they have
dynamite on board. I do not know that
dynamite or other explosives become more
explosive when they are brought alongside a
jetty. It may be. however, there aire more
people about to increase the danger. Any-
how, the steamer could soon get rid of the

[8 JuLT. 1895.]Carriage of Explosives.
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explosives when she got alongside the jetty.
The difficulty referred principsaly to Geraldtou,
which was the port of call for the Murchison
fields. North of that port there was no diffi-
culty, for steamers could go alongside the
jetty at Derby, but they had no jetty at
()nslow orCossack. The Carnarvon and Pul-
barna fields could be supplied well enough.
and if the companies refused to carry ex-
plosives to these ports, it was not on account
of any regulations that the Government have
made, because there are no jetties, and the
regulations consequently do not affect then,.

MR. LuAuz: They cannot discharge at the
Geraldion jetty.

THE ArPORI4EY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt): So far as I have considered the ques-
tion, I think the regulations might he eased
somewhat where they say you may come along-
aide the jetty to load dynamite, but you must
not come in to the jetty if you have dynamite
on board. If the regulations were eased there
would be no difficulty in the mattier at all. I
believe the companies know that passengers
object, and that is the reason wby they will
not carry dynamite. It is all very well for an
hots, member to say we overrate the danger.
but if the regulations were reiaxed and an
explosion occurred and two or three hundred
lives were lost, there would be an outcry
against the Government. I believe dynamite,
so long an it is in perfect condition, is not
dangerous; it is when it begins to melt or
ooze out of its caues that it is dangerous, The
report to which the hon. member for Perth
referred will disclose the fact that there was
enough stored at Frenmatle to blew that place
about, and which was very dangerous, and
which had to be used at once, lest it should
explode and do immense dasnage. The Go-
vernment is now making use of at hulk for
storing purposes. I knew of some dynamite
that was taken away up the coast and stored
mn the bowels of some sandhill or some solid
rock, or some other such place, and it ex-
ploded and blew the whole hill completely
away, although nobody touched the stuff.
Suppose that had been in the hold of a steamer,
you an imagine the results. It is a difficult
matter to keep such dangerous material. It is
no use saying there is no danger. because there
is danger, and the Government must protectthe
lives of the travelling publ ic, as well1 as provide
for the convenience of the mining and other
industries. 'They have the two things to
provide for, and their attention will be turned

to that end. I wish to say this, when the
Government come forward with their proposal.
I hope we shall Dot hoar the words yet another
subsidy for the carriage of explosives up the
coast, and I should have thought private enter-
prise would have taken this up. The Govern-
ment must always consider the safety of the
public, who have a right to think they are
safe on board these 6teasners. The companies
would not tell the passengers they had dyna-
mite on board, because the passengers have no
right to know the nature of the cargo, but if
an explosion took place the Government would
be asked at once, why did you not make such
regulations under the powers Parliament con-
toned upon you as would have prevented this P
There must be regulations of some sort; and
the matter will be duly considered by the
Government. who will do what it can in the
matter.

MR. CONNORt: I would like to reply to the
remarks of some hon. members, and particularly
to thec members who have spoken from the Trea-
sury benches. The Attorney-General mnakes
out thecase as though it were almost impos-
sible to carry explosives without having an
accident, and quoted an instance where a sand
hill was blown completely away. Now, Sir, is
there any more danger in these things than in
the steamer having to carry a boiler to propel
her. I think if statistics could be brnught
forwardl it would be found that a greater per-
centage of accidents had occurred through
having boilers aboard than explosives. I do
not know of a single instance where a ship
has been damaged through having explosives
on board. There is another thing which is
very absurd. You can send a steamer to
Geraidton, for instance, to load explosives, but
you cannot send her in there to land them if
she has them on board. These regulations
practically say you can come in to carry these
explosives out, and it does not matter to us if
they blow the ship up ten times over, but you
must not come alongside the jetty except to
load them. I think that is very absurd. The
Premier made use of the same argument; I
am net blaming hint; I only want to deal
with the facts.

THE Patmuna: They absolutely refuse to
carry them; so the Collector of Customs tolls
me.

ME. CONNOR: I can refer to one hon.
member of this House who is manager for
one of these shipping companies, who told
the Premier that his company was perfectly
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prepared to carry these explosives provided
the regulations were removed.

M&. Sixnonx: Give him exact facts.

MR. CONNOR- I think the Premier 'will
admit that what I have said is fact, and I am
only just reminding him of what took place
some time ago. I have already referred to the
fact there is no more danger in carrying ex-
plosives than in carrying a boiler, the danger
lies in carrying detonators rather than in
dynamite. I do not know whether [ami going
wrong in ref errin g to these matters.

THE SPEAKER: You are perfectly in or-
der.
- Mn. CONNOR:, A gentleman who was

brought over here to report, aid that decom-
position was the cause of danger, and that I
believe is so. I have no more to sayex'Iept to
express my satisfaction that the GJovernment
hatve agreed to support my resolution, andto ex-
press the hope they will not allow it to stay
where it is, but that squatters mmnd others in the
North, who are dependent upon these things
will not be left in the lurch, and have to see
their stock die on account of the absurd regu-
lations that will not allow the steamers to carry
explosives of any sort.

Notion put and passed.

UNIFORMS BILL.
The Orde,.r of the Day for the third reading

of this Bill having been read, and Mr. Speaker
having reported that the Chairman of Com-
mnittees had certified that the fair print of the
Bill was in accordance with the Bill, ais agreed
to in Committee and reported, Mr. Burt
moved. that the Bill. be now read at third
time.

Question-put and passed.
Bill read a third time.
Ordered-that the Bill be transmitted to-

the Legislative Council, and their concurrence
desired therein.

EXCESS (1893-94) HILL.

The Order of the Da~y for the third reading
of this Bill having been read, and Mr. Speaker
having reported that the Chairman of Corn-
mittees bad certified that the fair print of the
Bill was in accordance with the Bill as agreed
to in Committee and reported, Mr. Burt moved.
that the Bill be now read a third time.

Question-put and passed.

Bill read a third time.

Ordered-That the Blill. be transmitted to

the Legislative Council, and their concurrence
de..red therein,

STANDARD TIME BILL.

The Order of the Day for the consideration
of the Committee's Report upon this Bill hav-
ing been read, and the amendments in the Bill
having been read and agreed to, Sir John For-
rest moved, that the Report be adopted.

Question-put end passed.

Ordered-That the third reading of the Bill
be meade an Order of the Day for the next sit-
ting of the House.

AGENT-GENERAL BILL.
The Order of the Day for the consideration

or this Hill in Comamittee having been read.

Sir John Forrest moved, that Mr. Speaker
leave the .hair, and that the gouso do now
resolve itself into a Committee of the whole to
consider the Bill.

Question-put and passed.

Mr. Speaker left the chair.

ACENT-GENERAL BILL.

Clause (1) -Appointmikent. Agreed to.
Clause (2)-Deties.
THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) moved

that the Clause be struck out, and that the

fo]lowing Clause be inserted in lieu thereof-
It shall be the duty of 'the Agent-General

to do and perform all acts, matters, and things
in the United Kingdom and elsewhere in re-
lation to Western Australia, in accordance
with such instructions as may from time to
time be given or transmitted to himi by 31101
Minister as may from titne to time be ap-
pointed by the Governor to be the channel of
commnunication between the Colony and the
Agent General." R-e thought it 'was fuller
and more elastic. The Clause be proposed
was similar to the one in the Tasmanian Act,
wheres the one then in the Bill was similar
to the one in the South Australian Act.

Ma. RA.NDELL preferred to stand by the
Clause as it was printed, and wanted to know
if the new Clause would not take the directing
of the Agent-General out of the hands of the
individual Minister, except by the concurrence
of the Cabinet-in-Council.

Tan PREMIER (Ron. SirSJ. Forrest) did not
think so. Instrnctions would be sent to Lon-
don by every mail, and the business of the
country would be carried on by the particular
Minister having charge of the department.

(8 JULT, 1895.]Uniforms Bill.
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At the present time the Treasurer communi-
cated in the ordinary way upon allI matters not
being Cabinet minutes.

Ma. RANDELL said he was referring to the
removal of the Agent-General.

Tax PREMIER (Hon. Sir 1. Forrest)
said that it ws never done except by the
Governor-in-CouncIll

MR. LEAKli understood the Premier to say,
that the new Clause was more elastic than the
one then standing in the Bill, yet he gathered
from the reading of the lieu Clause, that the
Agent-Gi-,ee ould onlyset; when he had speci-
fic instructions, whereas the clause as it. stood
said he was to do all things in relation to
Western Australia that the Colonial Treasur
directed, or as were proper to be done in the
interests of the colony.

THE Painms: That would not be without
instructions.

Ma. LEAKE thought it undesirable to tie
the hands of the agent-Gener±I, as there were
many little things that needed to be done upon
which he could not possibly have written ira-
structions, and he thought he should have some
discretionary power.

TaE PREMIER (lon. Sir J. Forrest) said
in small matters he would have that power,
but not in important matters. It would be
easy to telegraph.

Ma. LEAKE wats willing to allow the mat-
ter to pass for the time being, as it could after-
wards be altered if necessary when the Bill
was reported.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERA.L (Ron. S.
Burt) thought the Agent-General should act
under instructions, hut that did not mean he
could nob attend to matters of detail. There
had never been any friction between the
Agent-General and the Ministry, and he
thought when the Premier's new Clause was
seen in print, hen. members would regard it as
a better one than. that which they then had
before them in the Bill.

Ma. SOLOMON wanted to know whether
the channel of communication was the
Governor himself, or the Governor in Coun-
cil.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said the Govenor never did anything

of that sort by himself.

Mt. R. P. S ROLL asked if he could not go
away without leave of absence.

Tas PREMIER (Blon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he always asked the Secretary of State.

Clause two wee struck out and the new
clause proposed by the Freiir was carried.

Clause 3-Salary.
MR. TLWIGWORTI{ moved that the word

"be in the second line be struck out for the
purpose of inserting the words "1not exceeding."
He thought the colony could get a very good
Agent-General at a thousand pounds a year,
but he thought it better to leave it to the
discretion of the Government to pay the
whole amount of £1l,500 if they thought it
necessary.

Mn. R. F. SHOLL said he proposed at the
proper time to move an amendment reducing
the amount. Ho had taken some trouble to look
up figures which he wished to give to hon.
members, but he was not quite sure whether
that was the time to give them.

Tnac CHAIRMAN said the discussion could
take place upon the proposal of the hon.
member for tNoanine.

Ma. R. F. SMOLL said if the Committe
carried the proposal of the hon. member for
Nannine they were committing themselves to

£1,500 a year.
HoN. MsxsnsB No, not necessarily.
Tiss PREXIER (H1on. SirSJ. Forrest) did not

favor the proposal to strike out the words from
the clause as proposed by the hon. member for
Nannine, because they ought to deal with the
matter definitely.and the alteration would make
it more difficult for the Government to deal
with the question if they had to offer a salary
less than that provided for by Statute. Such
action would not be regarded us very friendly
on the part of the Government, and he thought
a definite amount should be fixed, so
that the gentlemani appointed would know
exactly what be was. to receive. The
Government were free in the matter, and were
under no obligation to anyone, so that the
Committee had the matter entirely in its
own hands. The appointment was not under
offer to anyone, so that the amount could be
fixed without reference to individuals. He
thought, under the circumstances, £21,800 a

ye ar would be a reasonable salary. The Com-
mittee ought not to forget the Agent-General
in London held a responsible position, and was
entrusted With vast sUMS of money, and he
should be a gentlema of experience who
could be thoroughly trusted. He thought
there was no need for the cGooy to he
niggardly in the matter.

Ma. R, F. SGOLL: The Agent-General for
Tasmania only gets .£L,250 a year.

[ASSEMBLY.] Agent-General Bill.
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THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he knew that, but it was also very well known
that in the other colonies they had had to cut
down on account of the difficulties they had
had to meet.

Ma, Rt. F. SHeLL: I hey are gaining experi-
ence.

TWE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
South Australia paid £1,500 at the present
time, and the Committee would only be acting
fairly to leaive it as it had been during the
past three or four years. still, they had it
entirely in their own hands.

Ain. Rt. F. S BOLL said there was no doubt
bint the position of the Agent-General was an
ornamental one.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir S. Forrest): Not
at all.

Ma. R. FI. SHOLL did not think there was
much responsibility attached to it he had to
take hisinstructions from aMinister who only
got X1.000 a year, and he considered £1,000 in
England equal to .£1,500, or even £22,000, in
the colonies. He considered when such
colonies as New Zealand and l auania only
paid £21,250 they ought not to pay more.
Queensland paid £91,50D, Victoria £C2,125,
which had been since reduced, and Now South
Wales X2,000. but he thought there was a
good deal of sentiment about the New South
Wales' salary, as their Agent-General was an
old and valued servant. Their present Agent-
General bad only been receiving X800 a year
from the colony, as he bad been drawin~g a
pension of £700 per yeaw.

Tat LPREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): He
had been receiving £21,600 from the colony
but only £800 from that office.

Ma. R. . SH0Ltpointedout the expenditure
in connection with the office was £3,130, not-
withstanding the Agent-General only drew
£500 a year. He intended to move to reduce
the amount of salary to the same an New
Zealand and Tasmanfa, namely, £1,250.

Ma. LEAKE: You cannot comapare New
Zealand with Western Australia.

Mr. MABMION said if he supported
the resolution of the hon. member for Nan-
nine, he should certainly oppose that of the
bon. member for the Gzwcoyne.

Ma. ILLINGWOETH thought there were
many seasons why his resolution should be
carried, The Government had had the oppor-
tuinity of scuring the services of an Agent-
General for nothing.-

Tat PREMIER (Hon. Sir J1. Forrest) said
he had no knowledge of such a thing.

MR. ILLINGWOR'IH thought they had
very good reasons for rejecting that proposal
The Bill proposed a salary of £1,500, hut
there might be circmsnitances uder which
they could get it done for less, and he
thought the Ministry should have discem-
tionary power, particularly if the Committee
fixed the maximnun,

MR. LEARE said as it was not aparty ques-
tin he should support the clause as it stood.
He did not believe in reducing it to the dead
level of a contract, or ordinary bargain for
work. Let them fix the amount and then the
Agent-General would know what to expect,
and would not be afraid it would be reduced a
few months after he accepted the office. It
would be difficult for the hon. member for the
Gascoyne to live in London on.£1,500 a year.

MR. R. F. SuOLt said he would like to try it.

Ma. LEAKE thought it desirable to get the
best men for such positions, and he would
support the clause as it stood.

Amendment put and negatived.

MR. It. F. SHOLL moved to strike out the
words "150"with a diew of inserting
"£1l,250." He did not believe the colony
ought to pay more than New Zealand or Tlas-
mania, lie thought the man who did most
of the work, the second in command, might
receive a little more. There was no doubt
but the secretary of the Agent-General was
the man who did most of the work, whilst
the Agent-General was merely the figure head.
He thought £21,250 in England would go
further than £2,000 in thecolonies.

Ma. SOLOMON would support the amtend-
ment, for if New Zealand with loans amount-
ing to forty millions could be well represented
by an Agent-General only receivinig £1,250, he
thought their colony could stand on the s-a
footing. It would be harder to reduce the
amount if the necessity should arise in the
future than to fix it now.

MR. MAitMION said he would support
the clause as it stood. He did not wish to
deal with the question of the cost of living in
London. as compated with the colony, but he
thought they should not deal with the position
in a niggardly spirit, as the gentleman who
would occupy the position would have to spend
money in that position which he would not
otherwise do.

MaL SKULL: Nonsense!
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MR. MARMION felt sure that what he said
wast correct. The other colonies referred to
might possibly have appointed gentlemen who
had private means of their own, but in the
cae of anyone who was appointed, who had
not private means, he would find it difficult to
do the office justice even at C1,500 a year.

Ma. JAMES supported the amendment
because in any test of comparison with other
colonies either in population, or comparative
amounts paid to Ministers and the Agent-
General, the amount proposed hiere was larger
in proportion ; and ho did not see why the
Comimittee should pass a larger amount in pro-
portion than the other colonies.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
said they must not forget that the gentleman
selected for this office was called upon to
break up his home, and leave his business,
and go away, though only for a. short timie,
only for three years. He had known of one
Agent-Genteral who bad lived in lodgings in
London, and he did not think hon. members
would like to see that condition of things in re-
lation to Western Australia. He did not think
it a time to reduce salaries, seeing they had
been able to pay X1,500 for the last five years,
and if they could do it then they could do it
now.

Ma. R1. P. SHOLL said they had not actually
paid the amount.

Tas PREMIER (Hlon. Sir J. Forrest): The
amount was fixed by Parliament before the pre-
sent Agent-General was appointed.

Ma. R. F. SHOLL: Not before it was known
he would be appointed.

lHE PREMIER (ace. Sir J. Forrest) :Said
it was fixed before it was known who would be
appointed, and he did not think the present
time was the one to begin to reduce salar-
ies.

Ua. WOOD said he inteaded to support the
clause as it stood.

,MR. R. F. bssoLL: We knew that.
MsB. WOOD thought it was redienlous to

reduce the amount only X260. if it were re-
duced it should be by X500. He considered if
they paid the Agent-General in proportion to
population he would get about £300 a year.
Hle should support the Clause.

Ma. CLARKSON supported the Clause asi
it stood. lie thought it would look mean to
strike off a paltry £250.

MR. R. F. SHOLL said the hon. member for
West Perth amused 1dm. It was not a ques-
tion of paying the amount of £9250 more or

less, but it was a question of paying £9250
more than they ought to pay, because they
could get as good a mn as either Tasmania or
New Zealand for the amount. The Premier
had referred to an Agent-General who lived in
lodgings, he thought such a man would be
more likely to do more work than a man who
lived in a palace. He bad noticed in the Ex-
cess Bill an amount of £C700 for Crown
Agents, and he did not think the other colon-
ies paid such amounts.

Tnu ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said they paid the Banks for doing the
sme thing.

Mn. R. F. SHOLL: thought possibly they
were paying Crown Agents and Banks ms well.

Tau PRnrirn (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
not on the same loans.

THE A'ITORNE Y - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) supported the amount of £1,500 se it
had been fixed by Parliament on a former
occasion. He assured lion, members from his
experience whea he went Home to open the
office thit, £1,600 a year was little enough.

Ma. R. F. Suots.: you were young and
giddy.

TEE ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hfon. S.
Burt) said he felt sure hon. members gener-
ally would not accuse binm of being giddy, al-
though he was young. The Agents-General
of the other colonies had to pay interest on
loans and attend to other business. The
Crown Agents in connection with theft own
colony kept the accounts of their stock prior
to the .introduetioa of Responsible Govern.
isent, but they had now followed the same
course as the other colonies, and arranged
with the Banks to do the business, otherwise
it would involve keeping a large staff in the
Agent-General's office. The Government did
not care whesher the salary were fixed at
£21,600 or £1,250.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 4-Tenure andduration of office.
Ma. LEAKE said hon. members who re-

membered his romarks on the second rending
of the Sill, would anticipate the motion he
proposed then, "that the tenure, of office be
limited to three years and to three years only."
He feared if it were not so limited, when once
a gentlemnan were appointed he would hold
office for a considerable time. It was not des-
sir-ble that any one should ho allowed to
grow old in the office of Agent-General, he
should be kept in tOuch with the circum-
stances of the colony. He proposed to strike
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out from the last line of the clause the words
-but shall" and that the words "and shall
not" be inserted in their place. It bad
been suggested to him to 5trike out the words
"who shall be eligible for re-appointment " but
he was not prepared just then to do so. Hle
did not mean that no holder of the office
should ever be re-appointed, but only that he
should not be appointed continuously.

Tus PREMIER (aenu. Sir J. Forret) could
not support the amendment, b> eause he did
not see much sense in it.

Ma. LEAKS: go, don't put it like that.
TiAEs PREMIER (Hon. Sir J,. Forreat) said

ha could not see exactly what the hon. mem-
ber was driving at, unless it were, tha't there
were a great many people he knew who
were anxious for the position, ad he
desired they should all have an innings.
Hle did not see why an Agent-General who
had given satisfaction in carrying out his
duties should not be re-appointed. It was not
very easy for people to) sever their connection
in the colony and go away to live in London.
The other colonies had always had difficulty
in suitably filling the office, and it seemed as
though hon. members desired to limit the
action of the Government in making the ap-
pointm~ent, and hie could see no reason for it.
If they preferred to make a limit, let it be six
years and net three years only. They might
fir the appointment for three years, but
should leave it open for the Government to
re-appoint for another term of three years if
it were desirable to do so.

MR. R. F. SHOLL would not support the
amendment, because he did not think it wise~
to place any Government in a position to have
to remove an Agent-G eneral at a time when his
experience and service in England might be
speially useful. He hardly got into work in
twelve months, and there might arise a crisis,
which would make it very desirable that his
services should be retained. He thought the
clause should be left as it was.

Ma. RANDEFLL understood the hon. mem-
ber for Albany had intended to strike out the
words' "who shall be eligible for re-appoint-
ment." Ho thought if those words were
struck out it would then be left to the Govern-
ment to re-appoint or not as the case might
demand. A good deal could be said on both
sides of the question. The 'Hon. the Premier
had stated the case very strongly from his
side, but he thought it desirable that no per-
son should hold the office too long. It was

not possible by cablegrams and despatches to
put the Agent-General in possession of all the
circumstances, needs and different affairs Of
the colony, as they could if he were fresh from
the colony itself, as if, for instance, he had
bean working in either Houses of the Legisla-
ture. There were many reasons why one per-
son should not hold the office too long.

Tas Paunsa:- Parliament would have
something to say if that were the case-

MR. RANDLELL said it was wall known the
Agent-General of South Australia had not
held office very long.

Ties ArTTRas-GsuEaaL savid the clause
was from their Act,

-MR. RANDELL said, then they must have
some means of upsetting the 13ill, for there
h.Ld been a great number of changes in connee-
tien with their office.

TaE PaunaR said the previous occupant
of the position for South Australia had died.

Ma, RANDELL thought bther instances
had occurred. In Victoria, for instance,
they had changed very often. He thought if
the words '*who shall be eligible for re-
appointment" were left out, it would relieve
the G31overnment, if they did wish to re-
appoint. There was a good deal in the
argument that if he had served the colony
weUl for three years, it would be a pity to
remove him. If the hon. member for Albany
would withdraw his amendment be would
wove one mn its place.

Mat. LEAKE said that, on the hen, member's
suggestion, he would withdraw the amend-
mtent.

THEs PREM IE R (lon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the Government preferred to leave opea the
question of re-appointment, as in ether colon-
ies.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Mu. RANDELL moved, as an amendment,

that the words in the fifth line of the clause,
"1but shall be eligible for re-appointment," he
struck oat.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 6 and 6:
Agreed to.
New Clause:
MR. MOSS moved that the following new

clause be added to the Bill: "No person who
may be appointed to the position of Agent-
General shall, during his tenure of office, act

Ias director of, or held any position in, any
company or syndicate whatsoever, whether in-

Agent-Generat Bill. [8 JULY, 1995.]
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corporated or not." Hle said that, as the
salary of the Agent-General was to be £1,500
a year, the least to be expected from the
holder of the office was that he should devote
the whole of his time and attention to the
duties of Agent-General.

MRn. R. P. SHOLL Supported the new clause,
and said it was very desirable that the Agent-
General should give all his time and attention
to the business of the colony. It was not
long ago, as hon. members would have Seen
from reports in newspapers, that the present
holder of the office was entrapped into con-
senting to have his name placed on the pros-
pectus of a mining company, and it appeare d
he afterwards had great difficulty, when his
attention has been called to the imatter, to get

his name removed from the prospectus, and had
actually to go to a court of law in order to get
his name removed. It' the) fact were made
clear, in the present 13ilt that. no Agent-General
for this colony should, or could allow his name
to beplaned onthe prospectusor thetdirector-
ate of any company, the mining boomners would
then know that it would be useless to approach
the Agent-General for Western Australia.

Ma. LEAKE asked the Attorney-General to
consider the effect of the words in the pro-
posed new clause. Were they not* rather too
sweeping ? If the object was to prohibit the
Agent-General from acting us a director on
the hoard of any incorporated company, per-
haps that object was commendable ; but the
amendment went further, by saying the
Agen t-General should not be a director of any
company or syndicate, or hold any position in
such. Would the Attorney-General, or the
mover of the new clause, be good enough to de-
fine the meaning of the term " syndicate? "
His own impression was that the term "sayn-
dicate"' was merely a synonym for " partner-
ship ;" and the new clause might thus stop the
Agent-General from indulging in any little
venture at all. This House could not expect
an Agent-General to-[Pfhe CoxwnssioNsu ov
Csoww LANS: Have no funJ-yos, Could
not expect him to have no fun at all. If the
words, " or hold any position in," were struck
out, the new clause would be less arbitrary.

Tan ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Bart) said the proposed new clause raised a
question so important, that notice of it ought
to have been given. Ile Goterumeat, he
might say, had no objection at all to what the
mover was aiming at; and in fact the -present
Government had always contended that the

Agent-General Should not, without the special
consent of the Government, be a director of a
joint-stock company. There mnighit, however,
be no objection to the Agent-General's holding
the position of a director in London of an im-
portant bank-say the National Bankc of Aims-
tralasia-but in reference to joint-stock com-
panies of the ordinary kind, such a thing
should be prohibited entirely, and he might
say it was prohibited at the present mroment.
In order that time should be given for con-
sidering the effect of the proposed new clause,
it would he well to report progress at this
stage. Ho therefore moved that progress be
reported, and leave asked to sit again.

Motion put and] passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to sit.

again.
ADJOUJRNMENT.

The House adjourned at 10,44 p.m.

eJ gi SIaibc 0Collycil,
ntexday, 9th July, 1895.

Bankruptcy of jitrinler: Nfotice of from Official
Receive-Erport ))tties Rtepeot Bill; first
reading-ANea rat d ifiliemq MIfiforals Bill;
first reading-Emess bfill, 1694; firs: reading-
Standarui Ti','e Bill; first radig-Adjo,m.
1,jent.

Turn PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir 4. Shenton)
took the chair at 4.30 o'clock p.m.

BANKRUPTCY OF MtEMBER.

Tm PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton):
I have to inform hon. members that I have
received the following letter from the Official
Receiver:-

Supreme Court,
Perth, WV.A,,

The Hon.26th June, 1895.

The President of
The Legislative Council.

Sir,-I have the honor to inform you that
Thomas Harry Diarshall, of Cup, a member of the
Legislative Council, was adjudged. bankrupt on
the 24th inst., and enclosed I send you all office
copy order of adjudication.

I have the homner, he.,
H . WVAiNscOT,Official Reciver.

[A.SSEMBL-r.] Bankruptcy of Member.


