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were lending the money to another institution
at 4 per cent., leaving only ¥ per cent to cover
the eost of working this Savings Bank. Now
the institution that has been allowing them 4
per cent. will not, I understand, continue any
longer to pay that rate of interest. 1 do mot
like, myself, to see the people hoarding up
their money in the Savinga Bank, when there
are 50 many other thinge they can do with
their money in a new country like this, It
would be hetter if they invested it in lond,
and made some good use of the land, thus bene-
fiting themselves and the country.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir. J. Forrest): I
shonld like to aay a word or twe in answer fo
what has fallen from Lhe hon, member for the
Murray. I do not think it was ever intended
by the Legislature that the Savings Bank
shonld be run at the expense of the general
taxpayer, which it must come to if it is run at
n Joss. We must deal with this matter ns a
business matter, and not as a matter of senti-
ment. We want to make this bank pay its
way, as well as to serve a useful purpose in
encouraging thrift amongst the commaunity.
‘We simply wish to have power to adjust the
rate of interest, according to circumstances.
Tf the Government are found to be mnking too
much money out of this Savings Bank,
I dare say members will look after that.
The returns will ghow the receipts
and the expenditure ; and if the
receipts are unduly inflated, in comparison
with the expenditure, it will be clesr enough
that the Government are making money out
of it, and paying too Little interest to the depo-
sitora for the use of their deposits, Of conrse
we are always very glad to listen to any new
wember when he addreszes the House, but the
hon. member for the Murrny seems to me to
wont to monopolise all the talk, and, if he goes
on as he doea now, he will soon tire ua. We
can’t stand voo much of it. Other members
want some little time in which to place their
views before the House,

The amendment—that the Rill be read a
second time that day six months—having been
negatived on the voices, the original metion
was put and passed.

Bill read nsecond time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House st 10.40 p.m. adjourned until
Monday, July 8th.

(8 Jovy, 1805.]
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Fegialatibe Jssgemblin,

Monday, Bth July, 1895

Petition : Customs Repeal Bill—New System of keep-
ing Advance Accounts—Amendment of Land
Regulations re Leasing of Jarrah Forests—Car-
riage of Explosives and Ammunition to Northern
Ports—Uniforms Bill : third reading—Excess
Bill, 189%-4 : third reading—Agent-General
LBill : in commitiee— Adjournment.

THe SPEAKER took the chair at 7.30 p.m.

PravERS,

PETITION re CUSTOMS REPEAL BILL.

Tire Hon. W. E. MARMION presented a
Petition from the Fremantle Chamber of
Commerce, praying that the Customs Duties
Repeal Bill should not come into force for the
term of six months from dnte.

Petition received and read.

Ordered—That the Petition be taken into
consideration when the House is in Committee
upon “ The Customs Duties Repeal Bill.”

NEW SYSTEM OF KEEPING ADVANCE

ACCOUNTS.

Me. GEORGE, in accordance with notice,
asked the Prewier,—

1. Whether the new system of keeping the
Advance Accounts, referred to on pnges 146-149
of the Auditor-General’s Report, wag working
satisfactorily.

2. Whether he considered that the Auditor-
General's requirements in this respect would
now be fully and satisfactorily complied with.

Tur PREMIER (Hon.Sir J. Forrest) replied,
as followa :—

1. 'The system referred to has not been
wotking long enough to express a decided
opinion upon it. There ia every reason to be-
lieve it will work satisfactorily.

2, It is helicved so, but, ifnot, the Aunditor-
General will Lring the matter under notice.

THE LAND REGULATIONS r: LEASING

THE JARRAH FORESTS,

Me. A. FORREST moved,in accordance with
notice, *“ That in the opinion of this House the
Government ahonld introduce a Bill to amend
the Land Regulations, in the direction of
special Legislation as to the leasing of jarrah
forests.” The hon. member said : In moving
the motion standing in my name, T have to ad-
dresa the Houselfor a short time, with a view of
oeking the Government whether there is any
intention to introduce, during this session of
Parlinment, any legislation having for its
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object the alterntions of the regulation, affec-
ing our timber country. and the conditions
under which timber licenses are now held.
In bringing this matter forward it is appro-
priate that I should give, as one of the reasons
for the motion, the fact that the Government
is about to intredece o Bill for the construction
of a railway from Dounybrook and Bridge-
town to the Collie coalfields. This line .will

pass through country of a character which we’

ntl know entitles it to be regarded as among
the very best timber country. Now, what I
want to say is, that it will be absolutely impos-
gible—and the Government must be well aware
of the fact—for this excellent timber coun-
try to be properly and profitably opened up,
unless some apecial legislation is introduced in
order to ennble this to be done. Special legis-
lation will be necessary if we are to give
small millers, and people who will go into these
forests, such concessions as will enable them to
compete with the older Companies alrendy en-
joying concessions of a character quite suffi-
cient to render competition, under present
circumstances, almost impossible. I am sure
that my meaning on this peint will be made
clear if I read to the House a short statement
prepared by the Lands Department, which
shows how importaut these concessions are, and
at what o disadvantage smaller mills, and new
comers, must be in, compared to the Companies
mentioned in this list. I find from thie state-
ment that the timber concessions and special
timber licenses at the end of 1894 of the West
Australian Timber Coy., amounted t¢ abount
200,000 acres, free. The Rockingham Jarrah
Timber Co. holds 250,000 acres for the
very emall rental of £50 per snnum;
the Canning Jarrah Timber Company,
100,000 acres for which they pay £200 a year ;
while such mills as that of Gill & Company
holding only 2,880 acres, pay £1336s. 8d. per
annom. Under the present regulationsany per-
son desiring & timber license is required to pay
220 for every 640 acres, and this does not put
hin. in m fair way to compete with those other
Companies, the concessions to which I have
just read to you. I can assure honorable
members that if the grapnd fimber country in
our South-Western districts and along the
line proposed to be constructed to the Collie
eoalfietds, is to he opened up, we must not call
upon people to pay £20 for a 640 acre block,
when they will have to compete with a Com-
pany holding 250,000 acres for only £60a year,
Not only must anyone deeiring to enter into
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the timber industry face ruch a disadvantage
as this, but he is also met with the fact
that under the preseat regulations
there is no such thing as security of
tenure, There is no proper inducement held
ont to encourage the establishment of fresh
mills, and what I propose to ask, therefore,
is that the Government willundertake to bring
before Parliament a Bill by which blocks of
from 3,000 to 5,000 acres can be taken up along
ench side of the proposed railway line, at such o
rental that the legsees will be in a position to
compete with those other Companies holding
such enormously large areas, and which pay
little or nothing for the huge concessions they
enjoy. I am not asking anything more than
the introduction of necessary special legisla-
tion, such as will have the effect of benefiei-
ally opening up these great jarrah forests
by people who will be enabled to malke a
fair profit on their outlay. People who invest
their capital in this industry—or who would do
ao if a fnir opportunity waa given them—
ahould certainly have some better and more
secure tenure than they are enabled to secure
under the existing regulations. I trust that
the hon. the Commissioner of Crown Lands
will agree with me that something more
liberal is required than a rental of 1ls. per
acre, when you consider that the man who is
called upon to pay this, must also compete
with a compnny holding a quarter of a million
acres for only £50 a year. If hon. members
think I am going too far in this matter, I hope
they will carefully consider the comparison I
have drawn, In this timber industry, what-
ever can be done by new mille must be done
with the export trade. It would be folly to
say that much attention shonld be paid to the
local trade, for the simple reason that one mill
alone ¢ould turn out more stuff than wounld be
sufficient to meet the wants of the entire colony,
Tt is the export trnde alone which the new
comer has to look to, and, bearing this in mind,
I trust hon. members will support the resolu-
tion, merely with the view of seeing such alter-
ations in the regulations as must lead to the
opening up of the grand jarrah forests in dif-
ferent parts of the colony, and to the intro-
duction and employment of a great amount of
capital. I have much pleasure in moving the
resolution standing in my name.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson): Sir, I
understand from the hon. member’a resolution
that he desires the Government to bring in a
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Bill in order to amend the regulaticne in
regard to the licenses for cutting timber in
our jarrah forests. In cohnection with thia I
may state that I have already prepared a
rough draft of sumended regulations affecting
this subject, but I have not yet had sufficient
time to put it into proper shupe for presenta-
tion to the House ; although T hope to heable,
before this session is over, to bring forward
umended regulntions with a view of dealing
with the licensing question, while it ie also my
intention to liberalise the conditions wander
which the smaller areas of these timber forests
are held. I recognise that there are practical
difficulties in the way of deing all that the
Government would like to do. How-
ever, there can he no question of
the fact that there should besome more
satisfactory — some more secure — tenure.
What we want in our foresis to properly de-
velop the industry, are steam mills, and we
cannot ¢xpect people to spend thousands of
poundsin the erection of steam machinery when
they cannob obtain a longer tenure than for a
period of twelve months, Some legislution is
most certainly needed to meet sucb casesas
these, It is possible also there should be
some reduction of rents, but there can be no
question whatever that we should so amend
the regulations as to give fixity of tenure in
instances where companies have given some
proof of their bona fides, of their intention
to erect steam miils, and of their intention
to spend considernble capitul in the develop.
ment of the industry, A reatal on these
timber areas can almost be regarded as some-
thing in the nature of an export Juty, and it
is our duty to help forward the development
of the industry in every way posesible, nnd to
remove any obstacles which may hinder its pro-
gress. The hon. member for Weat Kimberley,
in moving the resolution, stated that he did
not want any alteration in the regulations,
go far as the cultivation of timber areas was
concerned, but this land was not much use for
cultivation whale a timber license waa held,
for the simple reason that the settler would
be unnble to clear his lund of the timber, and
all sorts of difficulties would occur. How-
ever, utthis stage we cannot go into what
practical difficulties may present themselves
but I will content myself by assuring the hon.
member and the Houwse that I contemplate
bringing forward smended regulations, of a
character to meet the object be has in view in
proposing the resolution,

{8 Jory, 1896.]
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Mr. LEAKE: T hope honorable members
will not be led into giving a silent vote on this
apparently harmless resolution on paper. They
must carefully consider what may be behind it.

Mr. A. ForrEsT : Nothing ntall.

Mp. LEAKE: We may be getting a little
too tar forward by paesing this. I under-
stood the honorable gentleman to suggest that
timVer licenses should be issued at such liberal
terms to holders of small timber areas as will
enable them to compete with the holders of
large nreas. Why, Sir, that will practically
be committing over agein the errors of the
past.

Mz. A. Forrest : Oh, no; nothing of the
kind.

Mn. LEAKE: Most certainly it would be.
However, I for one have no objection to the
terms heing made as liberal as is necessary to
enable any meun to make the industry pay,
providing that which is done in this wayis
done fairly. We have heard a good deal of the
impossibility of inducing forest capital into
this irdustry, but [ have yet to learn that any
of those who have established themselves
along the Darling Range have been thrown
ontin eonsequence of these regulations. I do
not know if any member of this Houseis par-
ticularly interested in this industry, or if they
have ahandoned their interests. In faet, we
know they have not. We have not heard of
any wrong being done, nor has the hon. mem-
ber for West Kimberley advanced any sound
argument why the House should supportaloss
to the revenue in the manner he har sug-
gested. If we can get gentlemen to payls. per
acre for the timber country adjoining the rail-
way and not far from market, why, 1 ask,
should the rental be reduced? One of the
great arguments put forward by the hon.
gentleman who inoved the resolution, waa that;
the proposed railway line to the Collie coal-
fields would traverse pgreat timber country,
which would require to be opened out. If this
is 80, let us make such terms as will pay the
country, for it ia best in this matter that we
should not be over hasty in being too liberal.

Me. A. ForresT: The timber men have

. made fortunes—all of them.

Mg, LEAKF : No one said they had not.
The Hon. the Commissioner of Crown Lands,
under the influence of circumatances over
which bhe has no control, has of course ve-
plied in terms to meet the views of the honor-
able member for West Kimberley, He zays
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thess men should be offered security of tenure.
Most certainly let them have security of
tenuwre. Itis the proper thing, only I say
again, don’t let us be too liberal with conces-
sions in regard to these valuable fimber
forests. Let ue carelully consider these reso-
lutions. For my own purt I would suggest to
the hon. member to withdraw his proposals.
Ho has got that which he wanted—an as-
. gurance from the Government that they
wonld bring up the amended regulations,
not in the recess, but at omce, What more
can ho want 7 Don’t let us commit ourselves
to thia resolubion, but as the Commissioner of
Crown Lands has undertaken to bring down
the new regulations, let us wait for them.

Mr. BANDELL : Mr. Speaker, I do think
this maiter requires considerable consider-
ation before we pass nny resolution in con-
nection with it, such as is proposed by the
honorable member for West Kimberley. He
has allnded to Companies already working
upon arens in different parts of the colony as
poseessing & monopoly, and yet he is now
sesking to obtain the same thing for others.

Mg. A, ForresT : No ; smaller areas, 3,000
or 5,000 anecres.

Me. RANDELL: Some references have
been made to the timber concessions in other
parts of the colony. The firsh timber conces-
gion granted, wns with the object of bringing
the colony into notice. In these concessions
n railway line was built really as a.quid pro
quo. Concessions wero granted to the Rock-
ingham and Jarrahdale Company, but they
had a railway, and so had the Canning Jarrah
Timber Company. ‘I'hese were facts the hon.
member in moving his. resolution had
apparently overlooked, and he is now asking
for concessione where the circumstances are not
atallsimilar. Wemvstremember that in giving
awny these timber concessions, wa are, in real-
ity, giving away portion of the capital of the
cotony. There are no conditions that .n taking
out this timber any attempt is to be made to
plant others, or in other words, to replace por-
tion of the capital of the colony. Conditions
like these should not only be imposed now, but
ought to have been imposed years ago. We
are altogether too liberal with our eoncesasions.
We in this conntry should not be in too great
a hurry to destroy the timber which is in our
forests, and in the matter of these concessions
we should be very cauticus indeed. There is
evidently some intention on the part of the
Government 10 give a very liberal response to
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the proposals made in the resolution, but it
would be altogether too absurd to build lines of
railway out of loan monies without n fair re-
tarn for the outiay and this will not he poasible
if the capital of the colony, portiorn of which ia
her timber reserves, is too liberally given away.
I'ne hon. member who moved the resolution
was certainly very kind, but there is no possible
reason why we should place thetimbercountry
of the colony in the hands of any people with-
outa fair return,

I'we PREMIER (Hom. Sir J. Forrest):
I'he hon. member who has just spoken spent
coneiderable time in discussing snggestions
which I am sure the wording of the resolution
does not convey. What the resolution does
90y is nothing more than that, in the interests
of the jarrah industry, apecial legislation
is requisite 1 order to place that in-
dustry on a proper footing. We have Leen
informed that amendments are to be made,
but it remains to be seen what these amend-
ments will be, and that will be ascertained
when they are submitted to the Houee in the
usunl course. The resolution as mow sub-
mitted to the House is perfectly harmless, and
the necessity for someshing being done must
be plainly apparent to anyone who is ac-
quninted with this country. From the
remarks of gsome hon. members I should judge
that they ure not aware of the condition of the
timber industry, or what is requisite for its
advancement and development. The timber
regulations are undoubtedly not as good as
they ought to e, and for along time past I
have promised myself that an effort should Le
made to amend them as far as I was able.
The tenure of the ordinary timber license is
only from year to year, and no provision is
wade for n license of more than 1,280 acres.
The rental is at the rate of £20 for 640 acres
and £40 for every 1,280 acres. To my mind
we should offer every facility and every en-
couragement to men with capital to come
here and invest it. It menns wealth to the
country, the employment of a great amount
of labor, and the beneficinl development of
one of the greatest of our natural resources.
The hon. member for Perth has said that we
should not be in a burry in this matter, T
believe we ought always to be in a hurry
wherever it is to develop such an industry as
that of the timber trade. This is one of the
greatest products of our land, but it cannot be
properly and fully developed without capital,
There is & great export trade to be done with
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our timbers, and no one can pretend that the
development of this trade in such timber
centres as the Darling Ranges and other places,
bringing as it does increase in revenue,
increase in population, and increase in business,
does not have a beneficint effect all round.
Why, at Jorrahdale alone there is gquite a
community progpering on the timber industry,
‘We bhave the same thing at the Canning,
and at the Hamelin, and in different parts
of the colony large capiial is being employed.
I am very glad indeed to seo that the Com-
misgioner of Crown Lands is taking the matter
in hand. He {old me ho was about to do so,
The suggestion of the hon. memher for Perth
that we shounld not hurry ie the last thing to
propose in a country like this,. Wherever the
development of our natural products is to take
place, I say let there be all the hurry we can
obtain. ‘This is one of the products for which
we are known throughout the world, and 1
am pleased that we are in a hurry with its
successful dévelopment. The colony ie singu-
larly fortunate in having this grent resource
in its hard timber. It i3 regularly shipped
to the United States and te the mother
country, We cannot see any use, or any good
to be gained, by waiting. We should be in a
huery io this matter, and not leave the work
for others to perform. I say we should
alwnys be in a hurry when it is & question of
the proper development of any of our natural
resources. As I have said before, the regolution
is merely o request for amended legislation,
and the proper time to discusa what should be
done will be when the Government proposals
are brought down to the Homse.

Mz. CLARKSON : I have much pleasure in
supporting the resolution. A good deal has
been said about forest conservation. However,
in these forests of ours, while our timber
industry ia not being developedas fully as it
might be under altered circumstances, it must
be borne in mind that tremendous loss is
cansed by fires. It is better to give the
timber away than get it burned up by bush
fires. These trees grow ns fast as they are
burned, and in half a century there will
be as much timber in the country as there
isnow. There is not the slightest use in our
pursuing a dog-in-the-manger policy in this
matter. If there is any chance of our making
money by the export of our t.imber let us do
so in the best possible way.

Mr. GEQRBGE: After the severe rebuke
administered to me by the Premier the other
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evening, I did not intend to speak on this sub-
ject now, but the Hon. the Premier has said
80 much in favour of the timber resources, thut
I feel justified in pointing out to him the
possible developments in the Murray district.
As some memhbers are doubtless awnre, I was
for some years monager of the Jarrahdale
Timber Company, and conseguently I claim
that where the question of jarrah is under
consideration, I can speak with & good deal of
authority. As wanager of the works of the
company, I dealt with a large number of men,
and naturally know a good deal about jarrah,
and the prospects of our timber resources.
The matter, as brought forward by the honor-
able member for West Kimberley, shounld
receive the most serious consideration. He
bas simply come before the House, and agked
for the confirmation of a principle, leaving
the details of that principle to be considered
afterwards in proper order. It will be for us
to deal with these details at the proper tume.
Iam sure that the wisdom of this Honse is
sufficient to prevent any injustice being done
in any way. Some members, by the way they
have apoken, cannot possibly be aware of the
extent of this industry, even at the present
time, They can lhave no conception of the
magnitude of the trade in jarrah. When I
left the managemant of the Jarrahdale Timber
Company, our wages sheet amounted to
more than £3,000 per month. One has only
to consider the possibility of such a company
as this ceasing operntions, to realise what a
terrible state of affnira would be created
among & large population. When one considers

‘what £3,000 is to the revenue and to the gene-

ral welfnre of any community, it can at once
be seen how important such aa izdusiry is,
We employed there between 300 and 400
peopls, and I believe the Coanping Cowpany
had shout the same, and in this instance I
would like to point out to members that we
should do all we can to increase our exports,
especially in the direction of exporting the
natural prodacts of the colony. Jarrah is
now noted by experience in Paris, Canada,
London and other places, and the industry
should be encouraged. It wns a well-known
foct in the trade that in consequence of the
grand character of this hard wood, the mills
at present in existence in the colony are not
equal to sopplying the demands of foreign
markets, and I make no doubt that if we can
offer fncilities for the investment of capital in
order to open up works on the Darling Ranges
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we ghall be able to very lurgely increase our
exports, and give employment to laxge pum-
bers of people whe are now in search of work,
besides which there would be a still more
gratifying increase in the revenue of the
country. Members will have noticed that
in the timber trade this colony has been
the pioneer to openup the markets of the old
world, Theexamples set here are being rapidly
followed, more particularly Ly New South
Wales and Tasmanpia. Those Governments are
watching every movement, and it certainly be-
hoves the representatives of the people to make
every effort to hold those great warkete for our
own products. There should be no hesitation
about offering facilities in the direction of us-
sisting in the development of this great
industry. I hope the resolution now
before the House will receive the cordial ap-
proval and unanimous support of this Assemn-
bly. I think we should give every possible op-
portunity to capital to come and settle down in
our foreats. Woe should offer cupitalists avery
inducement, hecause in the developwent of
these great forests of owrs, it ia capital that
we require. I bave travelled protty extensively
in my own electorate, and was much struck
with the vastness of the jarrah forests. One
gentleman has said this evening that the
jarrah is too valuable to be given away lightly,
but jarrah is only valuable according to the
uze made of it, and, as was rightly said by
still another member, it will be far “etter to
tura the timber into wealth thun allow it to
be barpt in bush fires. I would like to say
this in conclusion, that the hon. the Prewier

referred in cordial terms to the extent of the

forest timbers in my own electorate. That
electorate is badly in need of a railway, and I
trust that when the hon. the Premier is about
to construct further railways, he will recollect
the splendid opportunity thal awaits him in
the district I have referred to.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH : Sir, [ do not think
there is any member in this House, certainly
none gitting on this side of it, who had any
desire, wish, or thought to injure or even to
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hinder in any way the proper development of -
thejarrah tiwber industry. It is not so much -

& question of the actual wording of the resolu-
tion, but, after hearing the hop. member for

West Kimberley, it is very hard to understand

what hia purpese is. His argument is that
certain individuals have large tracts of counn-

try at agiven price, und that certain others -

can only obtain amaller quantities at s pro-
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portionately higher price, and I gather it is
intended that persons having thess larger
areas should be reduced to mcre of the stan-
dard of the others, or that those paying higher
prices ghould obtain their licenses at lower
rates.

Mg. A. ForrEsT: 1 did not suy that.

Me, ILLINGWORTR : !t ie the way [ took
it, at any rate.

Mg. Leagz: It is what the hon. member
said.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH : That was most cer-
tainly the way thenrgunmentsof the hon. memhber
trended. I wish to refer, Sir, o some of the
statemenis made on this guestion by the
honorable member for the Murray. He has
told us thut ab the mill of which he was man-
ager the payment to employecs reached £3 000
per month, 1Is it to be supposed that a
compuny like this will be deterred from tak-
ing up the country because of having to pay
£20 o year for a 640 nere Block, or £40 n year
for n 1,280 acre one, Any alteration in the
guestion of rent will not make one bit of dif-
ference, or induce any other person to take up
this timber country. People who have suffi-
cient capital to enterinto the industry will not
puy much attention to the small rentnl. I am
sure the honorable member for Perth has no
desirewhatever tohinder the progressof thisin-
dustry, He has put it pretty plainly that
his only desire is that we should deal carefully
with this Lranch of the capital of the colony,
and go with such caution that we shall not be
led into giving one section of millers advan-
tages not enjoyed by others, anud there should
not be uny spueial reduction in rents to meet
the desires of special persons. If we are go-
ing to build railways and hring these persons,
and their timber, within reach of the centres of
pupulstion, that shonld Le sufficient induce-
ment and encouragement for them to take up
this land. As I snid before it wili be impos-
sible for the mere rental to wake any differ.
ence. A company which has any intention
whutever of engaging in the timber industry
will not be hindered from daing se becanse of
the amouné of the rental, I trust that in
whatever the Hon. the Commissiouer for Crown
Lands introduces on this subject he will not re-
duce rents. Let the circumstances be equalised
if possible and let us give justice and encourage-
went, but merely throwing away £20 here
and £40 there i8 to get too far for-
ward altogether, and is to meet a set of
circumstances which have not come info exist-
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ence. The guestion of the rent over these
timber areas is very much Jike what would
happen to a man in business. Jf a man pro-
posed to enter into any business, and at the
very outset knew be could not afford the rent,
then’ he shou!d not enter into that buginess,
and much the same thing applies to the
question now before the House.

Mr. JAMES : Iintend tosupport the resolu-
tion in the way it is put before ma by the hon,
member for West Kimberley., We have
enormous (uantities of timber in this eolony,

" and, baving in view the concessions granted

to these older companies, weshounld Le only too

ready to do anything that will provoke com-
petition from the new comer. If we can do
anything to induce our local men, our loéal
capitalists, to enter into this work, we should
doso. Ithas been suggested that we shomld
not reduce the rent of these smaller arcas, and
that some steps should he taken in the direc-
tion of forest conservation. ‘The lutter
suggestions onme worthy of consideration
apart from the question now hefore the Honse,
while as to the rent guestion hon. members
should recoliect that large areas are alrendy
held for next to nothing, and something will
have to be done in the interest of the local
capitalist to equalizse matters. It js necessary
that some steps should be taken to properly
develop the enormous timber resources of the
colony, and I, tor ome, will do anything to
secure this development for local people in
guch o way that they will have a fair return
for any capital they may invest.

Me. HOOLEY : ‘Ihis question, r. Speaker,
has been discussed this evening from two
altogether different points of view, but it haa
been a discusgion which should be productive
of good results. The case, asstated by the
hon. member for West Kimberley, shows that
there is a hardship upon the smaller truders.
On the other hand, it must not be for-
gotten that the older compunies lo which
concessions were granted, had to pay many
thousands of pounds in o¢pening up their
territory before they seccured any return.
With regard to this Collie and Blackwood line,
it undoubtedly will travel through first class
jarrah country. Now the Government pro-
pose to spend & large sumn of money on these
railways, apd any private company taking up
land along this line for the timber industry will
have a great advantage over other companies,
and they will have the Government behind
them with their public line of railway. T amin
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favor of passing this resolution, as an abstract
resolution.

Tue Hon. W. E. MARMION : I also de-
sire 1o support the resolution, and T may say
thatwhen I hadthe honor of holding the office
of Commissioner of CrownLandsTwas forced to
the conciusion that the question now brought
forward was one which would have to be fully
dealt with some day. 1TIn fact, it has been
poatponed too long. The necessity for amend-
ed timber regulations is something that was
always brought prominently to my notice.
The matter bas apparently been postponed as
long as possible, and while I see the abselute
necessity for something being done, I am
afraid the Hon. the Commissioner of Crown
Lands may find many difficulties tn tho way
of his carrying out what he desires. It is
absolutely necessary that we should induce
the investment of capital in the timber trade if
we desire to eee the resources of the colony
developed. The industry has to depend upon
the export trade, and we must make altera-
tions if we desire to have the necessary money
apent. Whatever this House can do to
advance the timber industry in this colony
should be done. I am sure that my hon.
friend, the member for Weat Kimberley, did
not mean to say that we should place the
holders of smaller areas in the same position
as the holder of the latger concessions so far
a8 rent ia concerned. However, that is what
the Houee hus heen led to infer, and if so,
it has been under a wmisunderstanding.
I am not in favor of giving away our timber
country in enormous areas, but I do think the
people who cowne into the industry in fature,
should bave something more than 1,280 acres,
whicly is the full extent they can hold now.
One honorable member this evening believed
there wos something at the back of this.
There can be nothing of the kind. Itisabsurd
to expect companies to build tramways and
erect mills when they can only obtain small
areas and have no fixity of tenure. In order
to properly develop the trade we want com-
panies prepared to Iay down railwaye and
branch roilways into the forest at a cost of
many thousands of pounds. If we want
millers in our timber country we must give
them a sufficient aren to return them their
outlay. I am not in favor, as I said before, of
the custom of giving enormous areas being
perpetuated. Ouar timber will be of the
greatest value in the futnre. Cur local trade
will be ever on the incremse, and in a little
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while huge quantities of it will be wanted both
for our goldfielde and our coalfields. When
we want all this timber, and our export
trade has continued to grow, then we shall
feel the want of altered conditions for working
the timber country more and more. We have
a wonderful timber country in this colony,
and its development means a great deal, not
the least of which will be the employment of
hundreds of people, and henorable members
know full well how the weanlth and revenue of
o country increagses when its laboring popula-
tion ie kept prosperously employed. All the
henorable member for West Kimberley asks
in his resolution is for special legislation to
deal with the present condition of the jarrah
timher industry. The proposed amended
regulations have yet to come hefore the
Houge, and if we then find the Government is
proposing to be too liberal there will be ample
time to prevent it. I wounld not have spoken
on this subject but for noticing that some
honorable members misunderstood what is a
very harmless resolution, and only suggests
that the future development of the industry
ghould be on fair, just, and as liberal terms
as possible.

Me. A. FORREST: T should like to bear
out what the honorable member for the
Murray has said on the guestion of the cost of
runhing these mills, and at the same time I
would like to remind the honorable member
for Albany that he wae one who kept 100,000
acres locked up in the Canning district for
four or five years, and then sold his interests
with advantage to himself.

Me. Leake: I rise to o point of order, Mr.
Spenker. Is the hon. member in order in
refarring to my past misfortunea ?

Me. &, FORREST: 1 only wish to say that
in view of the fact I have mentioned, and
of that hon. member's own Enowledge of
the npecessity for amended regulations,
this opposition from him comes with &
very bad grace indeed. Hon. members have
made more out of my resolution than the
words convey, or are intended to menan. Itis
acknowledged that alterations are necessary,
and iy resolution is intended to affirm that.
It seems very strange to me that while we have
had the railways to the Vasse and to Bunbury
working for sowe time, which railways travel
through beautiful jarrah forests, nc new mills
have been started in these districts.  If these
forests will be readily taken up after railway
communication, as some members have said
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how ig it there has been no incrense in the
direction I have indicated P Surely the
answer is to bo found in the fact that the
rogulations for taking up this country—which
is somp of the finest jarrah country in the
world—require amendment. If wo want
people with capital to embark in this industry,
and assist in the developmont of our exporb
trade, wo must give themn such facilities as will
coable them to enter into the undertalings as
commercial transactions. A good deal has
been said of the money made out of timber, but
[ venture to say no member of this House can
point out u single person who has made his
fortune out of these forests. Refarances have
ulso been made to the fact that when the
Donnybrook to Bridgetown railway is made, the
timber cutters there will have a local market,
hut that is not so, and, what is more, the cosé
of reaching Perth would be too great, as com-
pared with the advantages of an cxport trade.
1 think the people we ask to come into this
timber trade should be allowed to take up
5,000 acreg,—not at the rate of £50 a year
for a quarter of a mwillion neres—but at
something less than 1s. per acre. 1 am
really surprised after what the “honorable
members for Perth and Albany have said, that
they have not themselves started mills near
Perth. This timber industry is one that
requires s large amount of capital, abd hon.
members will be able to understand this when
1 say that the small mill I run in the ranges
coata £1,000 a month and meaus the keeping of
about 100 people-—men, women, and children.
Surely these sort of establishments are of some
good to the community ? It is only right in
the interests of the country itself, that we
should make whatever concessions we possibly
ean to encourage and develop such an indus-
try, which means the employment of so much
capital and such & great amount of labor.
The hon. member for Nannine had said a good
deal, but it was pretty evident he kmew noth-
ing about timber,

Mz, IuineworTH : I beg the hon.member’s
pardon. At ome time I dealt with over 40
trucks a month, and have been in three or
four mills.

Mg. A. FORRES]': Then you ought to have
known better than to say some of the things
you have said. I hope these regulations
will be speedity brought down, and in such a
way that they will be acceptable to the House.
Itis no use any man thinking he is going
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to pay his way in the timber trade on a 640
acre block,

Ma. Geonse: It is no use for jarrah,

MEg. A. FORREST: Not the slightest. If
wa desive to encourage the export trade in our
timbers we must alter the regulations in the
manner I bave snggested.

Meg. COOKWORTHY : I did not intend to
speak to such a harmless resolution, Mr.
Speaker, and did not think it could
possibly have created the discussion which
has taken place upon it. There iz not
the slightest doubt that the alterations
suggested by the hon. member for West
Kimberley are required. We must have alter-
ed timber regulatious if the trade in that
product is to be made a prosperous one, but I
believe the proper time for the consideration of
the matter will be when the regulations are
brought before the House.

Mg. SIMPSON: Iam perfectly sure that
herorable members on this side of this Youse
have every sympathy with any movement hav-
ing for its object the Further development of
one of the most important industries in the
colony. The only thing is that hon. members
regard with suspicion any proposal coming
from e member so intimately associated with
the jarrah industry, as the hon. member for
‘West Kimberley undoubtedly is.

Mg. A. ForrEsT: I have only brought the
matter forward for the reason that I know
sowething about it.

Mg. SIMPSON: T am free to admit thetT
am notstrong on jarrah. I have only seen
certain exhibits. However, there can be no
doubt our jarrash timber is one of the most
valaable natural resources we possess. [ only
hope that in any proposal by the Hon, the Com-
misgioner of Crown Lands, that gentleman
will carefully conserve the interest of others
than those whose desire appear to be in the
direction of one thing, and one thing only—
“monopoly.” For my own part Iam sceptical
as to the reasons actnating the member who
brings this watter forward, and I think the
House is also very sceptical whether the word
“ monopoly ¥ ia not written all over it. I
trust the House will very carefully conaider
any question in the direction of further alien-
ating the foreat lands of the colony. Byall
means let the House do everything to encour-
age the legitimate industry, but not take any
step to assist in the creation of a buge and
grinding monopoly in regard to our forests.

The guestion was then pulb and passed.
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CARRIAGE OF EXPLOSIVES &c., 1T0
NORTHERN PORTS.

Mz, CONNOR, in accordance with notice,
moved : “ That in the interests of the mining
and squattiog communities, and of the police
force of the Northern portion of the coleny,
it is absolutely necessary to provide some
menns of haviag explosives and ammunition
forwarded to the different Northern ports.”
The hon. mewmber said: In bringing under
the consideration of hon. members of this
House the motion standing in my name, I
desire to emphasise the fact that unless there
is some alteration in the present regulutions
for carrying explosives by the various steam-
ship companies, most serious injury will be
done, and loss sustuined, by those engaged in
work in the districts namwed. At present we
have a thriving industry ion the far north.
We have the Murchison, the Pilbarra, the
Marble Bar, and T ueed not say, the Kimberley
goldfields. Some honorable members of this
House inay not know that unless some wltera-
tion is made in the shipping regulations in
thia respect, great harm will be done to the
mining industry in these districta. At present
the shipping regulations are actually pro-
hibitive, and no steam vessel darc bring ex-
plosives to any of our ports. What is worse,
is the fact that there never has been any
necessity whatever for this prohibitive legis-
lation. No harm has ever been done, or danger
run, to require it. Dynamite, as hon. members
lmow, ig the explosive mostly required in the
north, It can be carried without danger on
ships, and if the old methods of curringe were
aot sufficient, the shipping compunies will be
quite prepared to meet any proposal for special
storage, However, so far 28 the safety of
passengers iz concerned, there is no more
danger in a ship carrying dynamite than there
isin one carrying matehes or kerosene. Per-
haps there is not as much. Under the pre-
sent regulntions, if a gunboat wasto come to
Fremantle with its ordinary supply of gun.
powder or guncotton sboard, it would hava to
stand off. It conld mnet be legally brought
alongside. I ask honorable members of this
House whether such prohibitive regulations
as these are not most absurd. T intended to
have read to the House this evening some
telegrams I have received dealing with this
subject, but, unfortunately, I find that I have
left them in my office. OQue telegram was from
a meeting of 300 miners, telling me that they
were asbout Lo petition the House on the sub-
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ject. When the petition comes forward I shall
sce that it is properly brought before this
Houge. These men find that it is necessary
that they should have the explosives, in order
to carry on the work of mining development.
Then, again, I have another telegram from a
gentleman ruoning & wine at great expense,
who wires something to thia effect :-—* Unless
I can get explosives, seven or eight men will
be thrown out of employment, and Ishall have
to go bankrupt.” In other words, those who
have put these regulations in force have prac-
tically eaid to those engaged in the mining
industry—** This is intended to shut you up.”
I have made it my business to see the repre-
sentatives of the varicus shipping companies,
aud, with only one exception, I found they
were perfectly willing to continue the carriage
of explosives on the same lines as those in force
prior to the institution of this prohibitive
regulation. These companies bave been carcy-
ing explosives without accident for the past
ten years, and they are prepared to resume
their old practice. There is another phase of
the question, and that is as it affects am-
munition, The Attorney-General hasinfovmed
me that the Act dces mot prevent vassels
carcying ammunition, but the regunlations
apparently override the Act in this reapect
Now, in the far North, the blacks may at any
time become very troublesome, and it is neces-
sary that people settled there, and the police,
should be provided with ammunitioa for the
purpose of protecting their homes and pro-
perty. It iz not required for offensive pur-
poses, but for the purposes of defence and
proteciion. For my own part, T regard the
disabilities that the mining industry in these
districts is under in regard to explosives, as
being of such a serious character, that if the
Government will not alter the legislation on
thie point we should suhsidise the running of
a vessel to these northern ports at stated in-
tervals. T leave the framing of what ever new
regulation is required to some more experi-
enced member] of this House, but T do appeal
to the good sense and juatice of honorable
wewmbers, and more particularly to those who
represent mining constituencies, to assist me
in having this prohibitive and unnecessary
legislation done away with,

Mg. KEEP: 1 have very great pleasurein
supporting the resoluton proposed by the
hon. member for East Kimberley. It simply
weans that at the present time the shipping
regulations in regard to eoxplosives are of an
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abselutely prohibitive nature. We never heard
of them unti) in April or May laast, when the
hon. the Premier took a trip to Geraldton, and
found himself in company with 200 cases of
dynamite. This may have mnade the Premier
nervous, but he reached Geraldton alrvight.
On his return, however, certain communi-
cations were made to the Customs Depart-
ment, and then these regulations were brought
into force. Under these regulations no vessel
having explosives on board is permitted to go
alongside any jetty, and it simply means that
any vessel arriviog at Geraldton would be
compelled to tranship the explosives on board
into a boat three miles from shore, and this
Iatter boat could not land the carge. A regu-
lation having such an effect ue this canonly
be described as prohibitive. I would say, let
the companies take the risk of carvying ex-
plosives as they used to do prior to the wvisit
of the Yremier to Geraldton. Dynamite has
been stored on hoard ships in all sorts of ways,
but when vessels were compellad to carry itin
the place determined on by the Customs
Departinent—that was in the ships’ boabts—
it was nabout ae dangerous a place as
could have heen selected. There can be no
trounble in getting the various coasting vesssls
to carry magazines on board, and then there
will be absolutely no danger whatever, In
connection with this matter the representa-
tives of the shipping companies had an inter- -
view with the Collector of Customs and the
Chief Inspector of Explosives. but no good
result came of it. I would suggest that the
regulation should be withdvawn, and the com-
panies allowed to falte the risk of carrying
the explosives.

Tae Premier (Hon., Sir J. Forrest): I
was led to suppose that the shipping com-
pames did not want to take the risk.

Mg, EEEP : I do not think any of them
will refuse.

Me. SINMPSON : I have very great plea-
sure in supporting the prop-sal made to
this House by the hon. member for East
Kimberley. I am aware of the fact that coin-
cident with the safe arrival of the Prewier,
ofter bis visit to Geraldton, these regulations
were enforced.

ToE PrExTER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) : I gup-
pose these are facts.

Mr. SIMPSON: Approximately they are
facts. Tt appears to me that we owe the enforce-
ment of this regulation to the tremor of the
Premier. It is not right: that this should bave
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lieen allowed to throw obstacles in the way of
developing the mining industry. I know of one
instance where there is a weekly expenditura
of over £60, nnd work must be shut down
unless they can procure the necessary explo-
gives. It appeara to bo a regulation due only
to the timidity of the Premier after travelling
with 200 cases of dynamite to Geraldton.

THE Premier (Hon, Sir J. Forrest): They
could have these explesives taken by railway.

Mz, SIMPSON : Then I am to suppose that
this regulation is enforced merely in the
interests of = privale railway company—a
company, the capitul of which was guaran-
teed by the Government in the face of public
opinion. I do think the repeal of the regu-
lations is necessnry, and I hove much pleasure
in giving my support to the resolution,

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Mr.
Speaker,—1'he regulations that are in exist.
ence at the present time are those framed
in 1885 or 1886, and they have mnot
been altered, so far as I am aware, by
the present Government, but about a year
ago a notice was put in the Government
Gaczette that the regulations wonld becarried
out, No doubt they are very stringent. I
have been trying to see if some means could
ba devised by which explosives could be care
ried, and the Collector of Customs says the
eteamship companies absolutely refuse to carry
them at all, and it is no use doing anything in
that direction. I quite recognise the difficulty,
because these explosives are indispensable,
not only for miners, but for the settlers in the
north. The regulations affected the northern
ports, from which suppliea were obtained for
the Pilbarra, Roebourpe, and Kimberley
goldfields, whilst all the other geldfields had
explogives carried to them by the railways.

Ax How, Memper: What nbout Carnar-
von 7

Tee PREMIER (Hen. Sir J, Forrest): I do
not think there is much gold-mining there. I
Imow the settlers require these aexplosivea as
well as the miners; so that what the hon.
member for Gernldton says about miners
having been kept waiting for explosives, does
not affect the question before the Houss, be-
causge there is the Mullewa railwny by which
the explosives can be carried. This matter
was brought prominently before my nofice
when I travelled on a eteamer from Geraldton
which had an immense amount of dynamite on
board. There were 3 great mnmber of pas-
sengers, and if it had been known there wasa
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quantity of dynamite on bourd, very few of
those passengers would have travelled by that
steamer, indeed, T do not think it is reasonable
to expect passengers to travel by steamers
carrying immense quantities of dynamite.
People are foolish who go to sea under such
circumetances. In all the other colonies I be-
lieve they prohibit passenger steamers from
carrying these explosives; and, so far as the
ocean-going steamers are c¢oncerned, it is a
thing unheard of. 'They would not take ex-
plosives on any account. I think it is not de-
sirable to attempt to induce passenger
steamers to carry them. I may say the
Government is moost anxious to assist in this
matter with regard to the northern ports of
the colony, and will support any reasonable
meany that are may be devised. The hon.
member for Bast Kimberley may rely upon
every assistance from the Government. It is
somewhat difficult to see how it can be carried
out, becaunse it is, after all, a commercinl
matter. Idon’t see how the Government can
nggist, unless perhaps by subsidising a sailing
vessel, if the House thinks that is & satisfac-
tory way of dealing with it. A sum of money
will have to be placed on the Estimates for
subsidiging a vessel to visit those places, say
once in six months, to carry the necessary ex-
plosives, though I do not think the trade
wonld be sufficient to warrant a schoomner
going up every six months.

Mg. SimpsoN: Yes, casily,

I'ne PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest} : If
there is, and it is shown to this Honse that it
ought to be done, then [ think no objection
will be raigsed by the Government.

Ma. HOOLEY : Irise to support the motion
of the hon. mmemberfor East KEimberley, becanse
I know the effect thislnck of explosives has,
not only upen miners, but upon the settlers.
I know they suffer great hardship, and
have been suffering during the last three or
four montha, because they could rob get water
for their stock. Ihave numerousletters show-
ing the ditficulties, for though they could get
well sinkers, they found it impossible to sink
wells in that hard country without dynamite,
and they bad to send all the way to Geraldton
to get it. All the steamers that clear out of
Fremantle for the northern ports invariably
call at Geraldton, but the fact of having ex-
plosives on board prohibits them going along-
gide the jetty, and therefore they refuse to
carry the explosives for Carparvon, Cossack
and those places, so that if the Government
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can do anything to obviatethe difficulty, I1hope
they will ; I was glad to hear the Premier say
he would do his best to meet the difficulty,
poesibly by subsidising a sailing vessel. Tn
quite satisfled in my own mind that there
will be quite sufficient cargo if a small vessel
of say 50 or 60 tons burden goes up twice a
yenr, but I do not know whether it would pay
them to go for such a small cargo without any
subsidy. I ask the House to consider the
question, and ie ite wisdom [ hope it will sub-
sidise a vessel.

Mg. MORAN: The hon. member who intro-
duced this motion is always most generous in
his advocacy of anything nod everything that
tends to develop the goldfields of the colony,
and as a member representing mining inter-
eats I hope he will meet with success. I
ahal) certainly reader him all the assistance
in my power in all matters of this kind. If
we cannot always agree upon such matters as
tha Stock Tax, we can agree to give a quid pro
quo. Why should not the squatter and those
who represent the pastoral interests in the
North, assist in developing  this industry,
and 8o provide warkets for their products on
the Pilbarra and other goldfields? As it has
been in the other colomies, where the goldfields
begen in the East and then extended to the
West, 5o it probably will be here, and the much
despised Kimberlay goldfield will be profitably
worked, no doubt when some of the richer
parts of the colony are worked out altogether,
for then both materinl and labour will be
more eagily obtained than they can le at the
present time. I consider that if the Govern-
nent do subsidige o vessel to carry these ex-
plosives to the north, they will be conferring
a great benefit upon the pastoral industry ;
and I hope in the matter of the removal of
the Stock Tax the members representing pas-
toral and other interests will see that it is
simply givicg a quid pro quo. I am certain
that this must come in & very short time, and
what the squatter must lose by the Stock Tax
can be made up to him in this and other ways.
I hope the Government will support the
motion.

Mp. WOOD: Itis my intention to support
this motion because [ think it a very good one
indeed. I am glad the Government have
realized the danger of carrying lurge quanti-
ties of dynamite in passenger steamers. Any
one would think to hear the speeches to-night
that there never had been such a thing as an
explosion. I would be very sorry to travel in
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a steamer carrying 200 cases of dynamite on
board.

Ax How. Memsegr: Oh, that would not
shift you.

Mr. WOOD : T think one way of dealing with
this question of subsidising steamers should
be by providing them with magazines, or if
not by eubsidising steamera then gailing ves-
sels might be sent up with a year's supply to
the different ports along the coast. Let it
then be stored in magazines and let the Go-
vernment sell it to the miners and to the
squatters, I shall support the motion, and T
hopa the Governmant will bring in a Bill in a
very short time.

Me. RANDELL: T think a great deal too
much ig being made of the danger that is sup-
posed to attend the carrying of explosives, It
is o very rare oceasion for an explosion to take
place through carrying either gunpowder or
dynamite. I have no persomal acquaintance
with dynamite, but am told there is no danger
if reasonable precautions are taken for its
storage. The only ground of danger of which
I know is if a fire were to0 occur, and thereis
danger then apart from any dynamite, for
probably both passengers and crew would
have to leave the ship. So far as the extra
denger when carrying explosives by steamer
is concerned, I rather think there is more
danger of fire than an explosion. I have no
statistics, but I think more fires oecur on sail-
ing ships than on steamers, although there
have to be large fires kept on the steamers to
drive the engines. It seems to me that the
suggestion that has been thrown out will not
mreet the case, and if & vessel be sent up
only twice & year it will be very incon-
venient to the settlers and others who want
these things for station purposes, and slso for
purposee of defence. Of course it is a matter
for steamehip owners themselves as to whether
they would undertake the risks. It seems to
me there is no renson why they should not do
this, though they should not be compelled to
carry explosives. It seems to me the danger
bas been considerably magnified because we
had an explosion at Frewantle. The Govern-
ment some time ago imported a gentleman
who was an expert on the question, and 1
should like to know if he gave them any ad-
vice on the matter of explosives. It seems to
me that that visit afforded a suitable oppor-
tunity for them to get expert advice on these
matters. One is curious to know what the
report of that gentleman waa.
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Tre Premier: His report will be here
directly.

Me. RANDELL: I am glad to hear it, for
he was imported here at coosiderable ex-
pense.

Tue Preyter : No; the exponse was not con-
siderable I think.

Mr. RANDELL: I do not think it waa
worth the money. I should myself have no
objection fo travel by a steamer carrying ex-
plosives, for I fully believe there is no danger,
if reasonable precaution is taken. ‘There has
been a good deal too much fuss made abount
the matter, and we ought not to interfere with
the trade of the distant ports of this colony be-
canso of the imaginary danger in carrying
explosives.

Mr. CLARKSON : It seems strabnge to me
that these regulations which have been in force
some nine years should nced to be revised, I
cannot call to mind any accident that has ever
ocearred to a steamer or sailing ship through
cartying explosives without a subsidy. Why
then offer a gqubsidy, if they dre willing to
carry them without. I think there will be
plenty of time {o anticipate this when a case
has occurred. [ hope the hon. member for
East Kimberley will receive the unaminous
support of the House on his motion.

Me. ILLINGWOKTH: I had the pleasure
of travelling from Fremantle to Geraldion
along with 50 cases of dynamite.

Mg, LEAKE: The Government did not know
that.

Mgz. ILLINGWORTH : I should have been
just ns satisfied totravel with five thousand as
five,becanse in case of explosion five cases would
have been sufficient to put the vessel under. I
do think, however, 1t is going beyond the prov-
ince of the Government for them to propose
to direct the steamship companies that trade
along this const upon a question of this kind.
When dealing with the question of land, pos-
sibly it may be necessary for the Govermment
to take some precautions in that way. 71
would rather trust myself to the steamshipcom-
panies and their inanagement, than to the man-
agement of the Railway Department, as mani-
fested in what occurred alittle timeago at Fre-
mantle. T do think that the difficulties in
connection with this matter—which the hon.
member for East Kimberley is secking to
rectify—will be best dealt with by removing
the regulations altogether, and by leaving the
shipping companies to look after themeelvea
and their passengers. ‘They do mot require
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any assistance from the Government in any-
thing that effects their trade along the const.
If there were sny public opinion adverse to
the compsnies carrying dynamite, depend
upon it they would quickly give up carrying
it. I think we mny safely leave the question
in the hands of the shipping companies.

Tue Preauiex : They do not carry explosives
anywhere else. .

Mz, ILLINGWORTH : I am not quite sure
the hon. the Premier is corract.

Tue Premice: Well, where ?

Mg. ILLINGWORTH : T think dynumite
ia carried round the colonies, but that is not
the question ; we are not legislating for the
other colonies, but for the peculiar circums-
tances of the northern portions of this colony,
which need attention in this matter. I can
speak from personal experience, though I can-
not say it is on acconnt of the present reguia-
tions, for dynamite might have pone up on
the railway, but [ know 16 men were kept
waiting throe weeks because they could not
get the necessary dynamite. I am nnt blam-
ing the regulations, for the Murcbison fields
can be supplied by railway, and dynamite could
have been got that way, but the custom had
been to bring it up to Geraldton by steamer,
and they were expecting it in that particunlar
way. The extra cost of trunsit was a hind-
rance in this particniar case. I suggest that
the Government remove the regulations and
leave the companies to deal with the guestion
and they will take care of their own intereats
without any assistance from the Government.

Mg. LEAKE: I do not intend to make any
observations if the Government do not intend
to oppose it

THE PrEM1ER : No.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (llon. S
Burt) : Before the question is closed, T gshould
like to say a word or two. The law in this
colony is the same as it is all over the colonies
of Victorin, New South Wales, and I believe
in Sonth Australia, too. I think in all the
Colonies we have the same Act dealing with
the carriage of explosives, and the only diffi-
culty here at the present time is, that when
they arrive at & port they have to hoist a flag
and keep away from the jetty when they have
dynamite on board. I do not know that
dynamite or other explosives become more
explosive when they are brought alongside a
jetty. It may be, however, there are more
people about to imcrease the danger. Any-
how, the steamer could soon get rid of the
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explosives when she got slongside the jetty.
The difficulty referred principa’ly toGeraldton,
which was the port of call for the Murchison
fielde. North of that port there was no difli-
culty, for steamers could go alongside the
jetty at Derby, but they had no jetty at
Onslow or Cossack., The Carnarvon and Pil-
barra fields could be supplied well enough,
and if the companies refused to carry ex-
plosives to these ports, it was not on account
of any regulations that the Government have
made, because there are no jetties, and the
regulations consequently do not affect them.

Mg. LeaRE: They cannot discharge at the
Geraldion jetty.

Tue ATTORWEY-GENERAL (Hon. &
Burt): So far as I have considered the ques-
tion, I think the regulations might be eased
somewhat where they say you may come along-
sida the jetty to load dynamite, bat you must
not come in to the jetty if you have dynamite
en board. If the regulutions were eased there
would be no difficulty in the matter at all. I
believe the companies know that passengers
object, and that iz the reason wby they will
not carry dynamite. It is all very well for an
hon. member to say we overrate the danger,
but if the regulations were relaxed and an
explosion oceurred and two or three hundred
lives were loat, there would be an outery
agningt the Government. I believe dynumite,
8o long as it is in perfect condition, is not
dangerons; it i3 when it begins to melt or
ooze out of itg cases that it isdangerons, The
report to which the hon. member for Perth
referred will disclose the fact that there was
enough stored st Fremantle to blow that place
about, and which was very dangerous, nnd
which had to be used at once, lest it should
explode and do immense damage. The Go-
vernment is now making use of a hulk for
storing purposes. I know of some dynamite
that was taken away up the coast and stored
in the bowels of som= sandhill or some solid
rock, or some other such place, and it ex-
ploded and blew the whole hill completely
away, although nobedy touched the stuff.
Suppose that had been in the hold of asteamer,
you eap imagine the resnlts. It isa difficult
matter to keep such dangerous material. Itis
no use aaying there is no danger, becanse there
isdanger, and the Government must protectthe
lives of the travelling public, as well as provide
for the convenience of the mining and other
industries. They have the two thinga to
provide for, and their attention will be turned
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te that end. I wish to say this, when the
Government come forward with their proposal.
I hope we shall not hear the words yet onother
subsidy for the carriage of explosives up the
const, and T should have thought private enter-
prise would have taken this up. The Govern-
ment must always consider the safety of the
public, who have a right to think they are
safe on board these steamers, The companies
would not tell the passengers they had dyna-
mite on board, because the paszengers have no
right to know the nature of the carge, but if
an explosion took place the Government wounld
be asked at once, why did you not make such
regulations under the powers Parliament con-
ferred npon you as would have prevented this ?
There must be regulations of some sort; and
the matter will be duly considered by the
Government, who will do what it can in the
matter,

M= CONNOR: I would like to reply to the
remarks of some hon, mewbers, and particularly
to the members who havespoken from the Trea-
sury benches, The Attorney-General makes
out the caee as though it were almost impos-
sible to carry explosives without having am
accident, and quoted an instance where a sand
hill was blown completely away. Now, Sir, is
there any more danger in these things than in
the steamer having to carry a boiler to propel
her. T think if statistics counld be brought
forward it would be found that a greater per-
centage of accidents had occurred through
having boilers aboard than explosives. I do
not know of a single instance where a ship
has been damaged throngh having explosives
on board. There is another thing which is
very absurd. You can semrd a &teamer to
Geraldton, for instance, to load explosives, but
you cannob gead her in there to land them if
gshe has them on board. These regulations
practically say you can come in to carry these
explogives out, and it does not matter to ua if
they blow the ship up ten times over, but you
must not come alongside the jetty except to
load them. I think that is very absurd. The
Premier made use of the same argument; I
am not blaming him; I only want to deal
with the facts,

Tae Premima: They absolutely refuse to
carry them; so the Collector of Customs tells
me.

Mg, CONNOR: I can vefer to one hon.
wember of thie House who is manager for
one of these shipping companies, who told
the Premier that his company was perfectty
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prepured to carry these explogives provided
the regulations were removed.

ME. Sivrson : Give him exact facts.

Mr. CONNOR: I think the Premier will
admit that what I have said is fact, and I am
only just reminding him of what took place
some time ago. I have already referred to the
fact there is no more danger in carrying ex-
plosives than in carrying & boiler, the danger
lieg in carrying detonators rather than in
dynamite. Ido not know whether [ am going
wrong in referring to these matters.

I'ie SPEAKER : You are perfectly in or-
der.

+Mz, CONNOR : A gentleman who was
brought over here to report, said that decom-
position was the cause of danger, and that I
believe is go. I have no more tosay, extept to
express my satisfaction that the Government
hnveagreed tosupport my resolution,andto ex-
press the hope they will not allow it to stay
where it is, but that squatlers ind otherain the
North, who are dependent upon these things
will not be laft in the lurch, and have to gee
their stock die on account of the absurd regu-
lations that will not allow the steamers to carry
explosives of any sort.

Motion put and passed.

UNIFORMS BILL.

The Order of the Day for the third reading
of this Bill having been read, and Mr. Speaker
having reported that the Chairman of Com-
mittees had cerlified that the fair print of the
Bill was in accordance with the Bill as agreed
to in Committee and reported, Mr. Burt
moved, that the Bill be now rend a third
time.

Question —put and pagsed.

Bill read a third time,

Ordered—that the Bill be transmitted to-

the Legislative Council, and their concurrence
desired therein.

EXCESS (1893-94) BILL.

The Order of the Day for the third reading
of this Bill having been read, and Mr. Speaker
having reported that the Chairman of Com-
mittees had certified that the fair print of the
Bill was io accordance with the Bill as agreed
to in Committee and reported, Mr, Burt moved,
that the Bill benow read a third time.

Question—put and paased.

Bill read o third time.

Ordered—That the Hill be transmitted to
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the Legislative Council, and their concurrence
de.ired therein,

STANDARD TIME BILL.

The Order of the Day for the consideration
of the Committee’s Report upon this Bill hav-
ing been read, and the amendments in the Bill
having been read and agreed to, Sir John For-
reat moved, that the Report be adopted.

Question—put ond passed.

Ordered—That the third reading of the Bill

be made an Order of the Day for the next sit-
ting of the Flonse,

AGENT-GENERAL BILL.
The Order of the Day for the consideration
of this Bill ie Conmittee having been read.

Sir John Forrest moved, that Mr. Speaker
ieave the _hair, and that the House do now
resolve itaslf into a Committee of the whole to
consider the Bill.

Question-—put and pussed,
Mr. Speatrer left the chair.

AGENT-GENERAL BILL.

Clause (1)—Appointiment.

Clause (2)—Duties.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Farrest) moved
that the Clause be struck out, and that the
following Ciause be inserted in lien thereof :—
It shall be the duty of ‘the Agent-Geuneral
to do and perform all acts, matters, and things
in the United Kingdom and elsewhere in re-
lation to Weatern Australia, in accordance
with anch instructions as way from time to
time be given or transmitted to him by 3uch
Minister az may from time to time be ap-
pointed by the Governor to be the channel of
communication between the Colony and the
Agenv General,” He thought it was fuller
and more elastic. ‘The Clause he propossd
waa similar to the one in the ‘l'asmanian Aet,
whereas the one then in the Bill was similar
to the one in the South Australinn Act.

MEe. RANDELL preferred to stand by the
Clause as it was printed, and wanted to know
if the new Clause would not take the directing
of the Agent-General out of the hands of the
individual Minister, except by the concurrence
of the Cabinet-in-Couneil.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) did not
thinkso. Instructions would be sent to Lon-
don by every mail, and the business of the
ecountry would be curried on by the particular
Minister huving charge of the department.

Agreed to.
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At the present time the Treasurer communi-
cated in the ordinary way upon all matters not
being Cabinet minutes.

Mg, EANDELL said he was referring to the
removal of the Agent-Genernl.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said that it was never done except by the
Governor-in-Counell,

Mr. LEAKE underatood the Premier tosay,
that the new Clause was more elaatic than the
one then standing in the Bill, yet he gathered
fromn the reading of the new Clause, that the
Agent-Generalconld only act when he had speci-
fic instructions, whereas the clause as it stood
said he was to do all things in relation to
Waestern Aunstralia that the Colonin) Treasurer
directed, or as were proper to be done in the
interests of the colony.

Tre Premier: That would not be without
instructions.

Mei. LEAKF thought it undesirable to tie
the hands of the Agent-General, na thare were
many little things that needed to be done upen
which he could not possibly have written in-
gtructions, and he thought he should have some
discretionary power.

‘T'ne PREMIER (Hon. Sic J. Forrest) said
in small matters he would have that power,
but not in important matters. It would be
easy to telegraph.

Me. LEAKE was willing to allow the mat-
ter to pass for the time being, as it could after-
wards be altered if necessary when the Bill
was reported.

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) thought the Agent-Gleneral should act
under instructions, but that did not mean he
could not attend to mattera of detmnil. There
had never been any friction between the
Agent-General and the Ministry, and he
thought when the Premier's new Clause was
seen 1n print, hon. members would regard it na
u better one than.that which they then had
before them in the Bill.

Mep. SOLOMON wanted to know whether
the channel of communication was the
Governor himself, or the Governor in Coun-
cil.

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Buort) said the Govenor never did anything

of that sort by himself.

Me. B. F. BHOLL asked if he could not go
away without leave of absence.

Tae PREMIER (Hop. Sir J. Forrest) said
he always asked the Secretary of State.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Ageni-General Bill.

Clause two wes struck out and the new
clause proposed by the Premi r was carried.

Clause 3—~Salary.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH moved that the word
“be’ in the second line be struck out for the
purpose of inserting the words * not exceeding.””
He thought the coloay could get a very good
Agent-General at a thonsand pounds a year,
but he thought it better to leave it to the
discretion of the Government to pay the
whole amount of £1,500 if they thought it
NECcessnry.

Me. B, F. SHOLL said he proposed at the
proper time to move an amendment reducing
the amount. He had tekensome trouble to look
up figures which he wished to give to hon.
members, but he was not quite sure whether
that was the time to give them,

Tae CHATRMAN said the discussion could
take place upon the proposal of the hon.
mwember for Nannine.

Mg. B. F. SHOLL aaid if the Committee
carried the proposal of the hon. member for
Nannine they were committing themaelves to
£1,600 a year,

Hon. MEueers: No, not necessarily.

Tnre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) did not
favor the proposal to strike out the words from
the clause as proposed by the hon. member for
Nannine, because they ought to deal with the
matter definitely,and thealteration would make
it more diflicult for the Government to deal
with the question if they had to offer a salary
less than that provided for by Statute. Such
action would not be regarded as very friendly
on the part of the Government, and he thought
s definite amount should be fixed, so
that the gentleman appointed would know
exactly what he wns to receive. The
Government wore free in the matter, and were
under no obligation to anyone, so that the
Commwittee had the matter entirely in its
own hands. The appointment was not under
offer to anyoune, so that the amount could be
fizted withont reference to individuals. He
thought, under the circumstances, £1,600 o
year would be & rensonable salary. The Com-
mittee ought not to forget the Agent-General
in London held a responsible position, and was
entrusted with vast sums of money, and he
ghould be & gentleman of experience who
conld be thoroughly trusted. He thonght
there was no need for the colomy to be
niggardly in the matter.

M=. R. ¥. Saour.: The Agent-General for
Tasmania only gets £1,250 a year.



Agent General Bill.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest} said
he knew that, but it was also very well known
that in the other coloniee they had had to cut
down on account of the difficulties they had
had to meet.

Mz. R. F. SHoLL:
ence.

Tue PREMIEE (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) eaid
South Australia paid £1,500 at the present
time, and the Committee would only be acting
fuirly to leave it as it had been during the
paat three or four years, still, they had it
entirely in their own hands,

Mz. R.F. SHOLL said there was no doubt
bat the position of the Agent-General waa an
ornnmental one,

‘I'ne Peemier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Not
at all.

Mz. B. F. SHOLL did pot think there was
much responeibility attached to it he had to
take hisinstructiona from o Minister who only
got £1,000 a year, and he considered £1,000 in
England equal to £1,500, or even £2,000, in
the colonies. He considered when such
coloniea as New Zealand and I'asmania only
paid £1,250 they ought not to pay more.
Queensland paid £1,500, Victoria .£2,125,
which had been eince reduced, and Now South
Wales £2,000, but he thought there was n
good deal of sentiment about the New South
Wales' salary, as their Agent-General wus an
old nnd valued servant. "Their present Agent-
General bad only been receiving £800 & year
from the ¢olony, ag he had been dmmno a
pension of £700 per year,

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): He
had been receiving £1,500 from the colony
but only £800 from that office.

Mz, R.F.SHOLL pointed out the expenditure
in comnection with the office was £3,130, not-
withatanding the Agent-General only drew
£B00 u year. He intended vo move to reduce
the amount of salary to the sanme ag New
Zealand and Tasmania, namely, £1,250,

Mr. LEAKE: You cannot compare New
Zealand with Western Australia.

Mr. MARMION aaid if he supported
the resclution of the hon. member for Nan-
nine, he should certuinly oppose that of the
hon. member for the Guecoyne.

Me. ILLINGWORTH thought there were
many xeasons why his resolation should be
carried. The Guvernment had had the oppor-
tunity of securing the services of am Agent-
General for nothing.

t hey are gaining experi-
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Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he had no knowledge of such a thing.

Mr. ILLINGWOR'TH thought they had
very good reasons for rejecting that proposal
The Bill proposed a salary of £1,600, but
there might be circumstances under which
they could get it done for less, and he
thought the Miniatry should have discre-
tionary power, particulurly if the Committee
fixed the mazimum.

Mg. LEAKE gaid as it was not a party gues-
tion he should support the clause as it stood.
He did not believe in reducing it to thedead
level of & contract, or ordinary bargain for
work, Let them fix the amount and then the
Agent-General would know what to expect,
and would not be afraid it wounld be reduced a
few months after he accepted the office. It
wonld be difficult for the hon. member for the
Gascoyne to live in London on £1,500 » year.

MEk. R. F. S"HoLL maid he would like to bry it.

Mz. LEAKE thought it desirable to get the
best men for such positions, and he would
support the clause as it stood.

Amendment put and negatived,

Mz, B, F. S8HOLL moved to strike out the
words *“.£1,500,” with o view of inserting
“£1,250" He did not believe the colony
ought to pay more than New Zealand or Tas-
manis. He thought the man wha did most
of the work, the second in command, might
receive z little more. There wae no doubt
but the secretary of the Ageut-General was
the man who Qid most of the work, whilst
the Agent-Gleneral wasa merely the figure head.
He thought £1,250 in England would go
further than £2,000 in thecolonies.

Mg. SOLOMON would support the amend-
ment, for if New Zealand with loane amount-
ing to forty millions could be well represented
by an Agent-General vnly receiving £1,250, he
thought their colony could stand on the same
footing. It would be harder to reduce the
amount if the necessity should arise in the
fuoture thon to fix it now.

Mr, MARMION asmd he wounld support
the clauss as it stood. He did not wish to
deal with the question of the cost of living in
London, as compared with the colony, but he
thought they should not deal with the position
in a niggardly spirit, as the gentleman who
would occupy the position would have to spend
money in that position which he would not
otherwise do.

Mg. SHE0LL: Nonsense!
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Me MARMION felt sure that what he said
was correct. The other colonies referred to
might possibly have appointed gentlemen who
had private means of their own, but in the
cage of anyone who was appointed, who had
not private wmeans, he would find it difficalt to
do the office justice even at £1,500 a year.

Mg, JAMES supported the amendment
hecause in any test of cowparison with other
colonies either in population, or comparative
amounts paid to Ministers and the Agenmt-
General, the wmount proposed here wus larger
in proportion ; and he did not see why the
Committee should pass u larger amonnt in pro-
portion than the other colonies.

Tag PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
said they must not forget that the gentloman
selected for this office was called upon to
break up his home, and lenve his business,
and go sway, though only for a short time,
only for three years. He had known of one
Agent.Generai who bod lived in lodgings in
London, and he did not think hon. members
would like to eee that condition of things in re-
lation bo Western Australia. He did not think
it a time to reduce salaries, seeing they had
heen able to pay £1,500 for the last five years,
and if they could do it then they could do it
now.

Mg. R. F. 81out said they had not actually
paid the amount.

Tag PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : The
amount was fixed by Parliament before the pre-
gent Agent-General was appointed.

Me. R. F. SHoLL: Not before it was known
he would be appointed.

‘I'ng PREMIER (Hon. SBirJ. Forrest) : Said
it wus fixed before it was known who would be
appointed, and he did not think the present
time waa the one to begin to reduce salar-
ies.

Mg, WOOD saidhe intended so support the
¢laose ng it stood.

.Me. R. F. sHOLL : We koew that.

Mz WOOD  thought it was rediculous to
reduce the amount only £250, if it were re-
duced it should be by £300. He considered if
they puid the Agent-General in proportion to
population he would get about £300 a year.
He should support the Clanse.

Me. CLARKSON supported the Clause as
it stood. He thought it would look mnean to
strike off a paltry £250,

Me. R.F. BHOLL said the hon. member for
‘West Perth amused him. It was not o ques-
tion of paying the amount of £250 more or
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less, but it was a question of paying £250
more than they ought to pay, because they
could get as good a man as either Tasmania or
New Zealand for the amount. The Premier
had referred toan Agent-General who lived in
todgings, he thought such a man would be
more likely to do more work than a man who
lived in a palace. Ho had noticed iv the Ex-
cess Bill an amonot of £700 for Crown
Agents, and he did not think the other colon-
ies paid such amounts.

THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said they paid the Banka for doing the
same thing.

Me. R. F. SHOLL : thought possibly they
were payiog Crown Agentsand Banks as well.

Tux Prexer {Hon., Sir J. Forrest) said
not on the same loans,

Tue AYTTORNEY . GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) supported the amount of £1,500 as it
bad been fixed by Parlinment on a former
occasion. He aasured hon. members from his
exporicnce when he went Home to open the
office thas £1,500 a year was little enough.

Me. R. F. Snoun : you were young and
giddy.

True ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said he felé sure hon. members gener-
ally would not accuse him of lLeing giddy, al-
though he was young. The Agents-General
of the other colonies had to pay interest on
lonns and altend to other business, The
Crown Agents in connection with their own
colony kept the acconnts of their stock prior
to the .introduction of Respomsible Govern.
ment, but they had now followed the same
conrse as the other colonies, and arranged
with the Banks to do the business, stherwise
it would invoive keeping w large staff in the
Agent-General’s office. The Governwment did
not care whecher the salary were fixed at
£1,500 or £1,250.

(lause put and passed.

Clause 4—Tenure and duration of office.

Mr. LEAEE said hon. members who re-
membered his remarks on the second rending
of the Bill, would anticipate the mnotion he
proposed then, “that the tenure of office be
limited to three years and to three years only.”
He feared if it were no so limited, when once
o gentleman were appointed he would hold
office for a considerable tiwe. It was not de-
sirable that wny one should be allowed to
grow old in the office of Agent-Genersl, he
should be kept in touch with the eircum-
stances of the colony. He proposed to atrike
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out from the laat line of the clanse the words
“but shall” and that the words “and shall
not™ be jimserted io theiv place. It had
been suggested to him to strike out the words
“ who shall be eligibte for re-appointment” but
he was not prepared just then to dose. He
did not mean that no holder of the office
should ever be re-appointed, but only that he
should not be appointed continucusly.

Tre PREMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest) could
not support the amendment, bocanse he did
not see much sense in it.

Mg, Leaxe: No, don't put it like that.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he could not see exactly what the hon. mem-
ber was driving at, unless it were, that there
were a grent many people he kmew who
were anxious for the position, and he
desired they should all have an inmings.
He did not see why an Agent-General who
had given satisfaction in carrying out his
duties should not be re-uppointed. It was not
vary easy for people to sever their connection
in the colony and go away to live in London.
The other colonies had always had difficulty
in gunitably filling the office, and it seemed as
though hon. members desired to limit the
action of the Government in making the ap-
pointment, and he conld zee no reason for it
If thoy preferred to moke a limit, let it be six
years and not three years only, They might
fix the appointment for three years, Lut
should leave it open for the Government to
re-appoint for another term of three years if
it were desirable to do so.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL would not support the
umendment, becanse he did not think it wise
toplace any Government in a position to have
to remove an Agent-General at a time when his
expericace and service in England might be
specinlly useful. He hardly got infto work in
twelve months, and there might arige & crisis,
which would mnke it very desirable that his
gervigces should be retained. He thought the
clauge should be left as it was.

Mg. RANDELL understood the hon. mem-
ber for Albany had intended to strike out the
words “ who shall be eligible for re-appoint-
ment.” He thought if those words were
struck out it would then be left to the Govern-
ment to re-appoint or not as the case might
demand. A good deal could be said on both
sides of the question. 'The Hon. the Premier
had stated the case very strongly from his
gide, but he thought it desirable that no per-
son should hold the office too long. It was
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not possible by cablegrame and despatches to
put the Agent-General in possession of all the
circumstances, needs and different affairs of
the colony, as they could if he were fresh from
the colony itself, as if, for instance, he had
becn working in either Houses of the Legisla.
ture. There were inany reasons why one per-
son should not hold the office too long. -

. Tee Premaeg: Parlinoment wonld have
something to say if that were the case.

Mr. RANDELL said it was well known the
Agent-Genernl of Somth Awatralin had not
held office very long.

THE ATTORNEY-GERERAL said the clause
was from their Act,

MR. RANDELL said, then they wuat have
some means of upsetting the Bill, for there
had been a great number of changes in connee-
tion with their office.

Tar Peremier spid the previous oceupant
of the position for South Auatralia had died.

Mr. RANDELL thought other instances
had ocenrred. In Viectoria, for instance,
they had changed very often. He thought if
the words “ who shall be eligible for re-
appointment” weee left out, it would relieve
the Government, if they did wish to re-
appoint. There was a good deal in the
argument that if he had served the colony
well for three years, it would be n pity to
remove him. If the hon. member for Albany
wonld withdraw his amendment he would
move one in its place.

Mz, LEAKE said that, on the hon, member's
suggostion, he would withdraw the amend-
ment.

Tue PREM[ER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) said
the Government preferred to leave ope. the
gnestion of re-appomntment, asin other colon-
ies,

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. RANDELL moved, a8 an amendment,
that the words in the fifth line of the clause,
“ but shall be eligible for re-appointment,” he
struck out.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 5 and 6 :

Agreed to.

New Clanse:

Mg MOSS moved that the following mew
clause be added to the Bill: “ No person who
may be appointed to the position of Agent-
General shall, during his tenure of office, act
as director of, or hold any position in, any
company or syndicate whatsoever, whether in-
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corporated or pot” He gaid that, as the
salary of the Agent-General waas to he £1,500
a yeur, the least to be expected from the
holder of the office was that he should deveote
the whole of his time and attention to the
duties of Agent-General.

Me. R. F. SHOLL supported thenew clanse,
and said it was very desirable that the Agent-
General shonld give all his time and attention
1o the business of the colony. Tt was not
long ago, ns hon. membera would have seen
from reports in newspapers, that the present
holder of the office wns entrapped info con-
senting to have his name placed on the pros-
pectus of o mining company, and it appeared
he afterwards had great difficalty, when his
attention has been called to the matter, to get
his name removerd from tho prospectus, and had
actually to go to & court of law in order to get
his name removed. If the fanet were made
¢lenr, in the present Bill,that no Agent-General
for this colomy should, or could allew his name
to be placed on the prospestus or the uirector-
ate of any company, the mining boomers would
then know that itwould be useless to appronch
the Agent-General for Western Australia.

Me. LEAKE asked the Attorney-General to
eongider the effect of the words in the pro-
posed new clause. Were they not mther too
sweeping 7 [f the object was to prohibit the
Agent-General from acting as a director on
the board of any incorporated company, per-
hepa that object was commendable ; but the
amendment went further, by saying the
Agen t-General should not be a director of any
company or syndicate, or hold any position in
such, Would the Attorney-General, or the
mover of the new clauge, be goed enough to de-
fine the meaning of the term “ syndicate?”
His own impresgsion was that the term * syn-
dicate” was merely o synonym for * partner-
ship ;” and the new clause might thusstop the
Agent-General from indulging in any little
venture at all. This House could not expect
an Agent-General to—[ Che CowanissioNer oF
CrowN Lawps: Have no fun]—yes, could
not expect him to haveno fun at all. If the
words, “or hold any position in,” were struck
out, the new clause would be less arbitrary.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) said the proposed new clanse raised a
question so important, that notice of it cought
to have been given. The Government, he
might say, had no objection at all to what the
mover waa aiming at; and in fact the present
Government had always contended that the

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Agent-General should not, without the special
consent of the Govermment, be a divector of o
joint-stock company. There might, however,
ba no objection to the Agent-General's holding
the position of a director in London of an im-
portant bank-—say the National Bank of Aue-
tralnsin—but in reference to joint-stock com-
panies of the ordinery kind, such a thing
ahould be prehibited entirely, and he might
say it was prohibited at the present moment.
In order that time should be given for con-
sidering the effect of the proposed new clause,
it would he well to report progresa at this
stage. He therefore moved that progress be
reported, and leave asked to sit again.

Motion put and passed,

Progress reported, and leave given to sit
again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Honse adjourned at 10.44 p.m.

Legrslatibe Couneil,

Tuesday, Oth July, 1895.

Bankruptey of Member: Notiee of from Oficial
Receiver—£zport Duties  Repeal  Bill;  first
reading—Naval aud Military Vuiforms Rill;
Jirst veading— Excess Ioill, 1804 ; fivst reading—
Standard Time Bil; first reading—Adjourn-
mend.

Twe PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir ¢ Shenton)
took the chair nt 4.30 o’clock p.m,

BANERUPTCY OF MEMBER.

Tre PRESIDENT (Houn. Sir G. Shenton):
I have to inform hon. members that I have
received the following letfer from the Official
Receiver:—

Suopreme Court,
Perth, W.A,,
26th June, 1895,
The Hon.
The President of
The Legislative Council.

Sir,—I bave the honor to inform you that
Thomuns Harry Marsball, of Cur, 2 member of the
Legislative Council, was adjudged bonkrupt om
the 24th inst., and enclosed I send you an office
copy order of adjudication.

I have the honor, &e.,
H. Waixscor,
Official Receiver.



